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COMMISSIONER BRADLEY (Chairman): This public 


hearing of the Central Planning Board will come to 
order. І will ask Madam Secretary to call the roll. 

(Secretary Stalks calls the roll.) 

(The following members of the Central Planning 
Board are present: Commissioner Joseph J. Bradley, 
Commissioner Paul G. Cavicchia, Commissioner Joseph 
A. Cocuzza, Commissioner Earl Harris, Commissioner 
Elton E. Hill, Commissioner Richard Н. Iacobucci and 
Commissioner Robert Wilson, Jr.) 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: The Chair will ask the 
secretary to read the Declaration of Blight as de- 
fined by the State statute. 

SECRETARY STALKS: Т am reading from the 
Statute 40:55-21.1. (Reading) "Blighted area" 
Gefined. 

"As used in this act, the term "blighted area 
shall mean an area ín any municipality wherein there 
exists any of the conditions hereinafter enumerated: 

"(a) The generality of buildings used as 


dwelling accommodations therein are substandard, 


unsafe, insanitar dilapidated, or obsolescent, or 
possess any of such characteristics, or are so 
lacking in light, air, or space, as to be conducive 


to unwholesome living; 
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"(b) The-discontinuance of the use of build- 
ings previously used for manufacturing or industrial 

oses, the abandonment of such buildings or the 
same being allowed to fall into so great a state of 
disrepair as to be untenantable; 

"(e) Unimproved vacant land, which has remained 
so for a period of ten years prior to the determina- 
tion hereinafter referred to, and which land by reason 
of its location, or remoteness from developed sections 
or portions of such municipality, or lack of means 
of access to such other parts thereof, or topography, 
or nature of the soil, is not likely to be developed 
through the instrumentality of private capital; 

"(d) Areas (including slum areas), with 


buildings or improvements which by reason of dilapi- 


dation, obsolescence, ing, faulty T4 
ment or design, lack of ventilation, light and 
sanitary facilities, excessive land coverage, 
deleterious land use or obsolete layout, or any 


combination of these or other factors, are detri- 
mental tò the-sáfety, health, morals, or welfare of 
the community; 


"(e) А growing or total lack of proper 


utilization of areas caused by the condition of the 


title, diverse ownership of the real property therein 
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and other conditions, resulting in a stagnant and 
unproductive condition of land potentially useful and 
valuable for contributing to and serving the public 
health, safety and welfare." 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Thank you, Madam Secretary. 

The Board will now accept evidence, as 
directed by the Business Administrator of the City 
of Newark and as directed by Resolution 7RC of the 
City Council, and we will now accept documentation, 
expertese and testimony both in favor and against a 
blight declaration for the area that will be announced 
by our secretary. 

We will ask that those who are in favor of 
this blight declaration be heard first and then we 
will hear those who are opposed. If there is anyone 
in the audience who wishes to speak, we would appre- 
ciate it if you would sign your name on а card and 
hand it to the gentleman in the front here so that 
we may call you up to speak when the proper time 
comes. 

Will the secretary please read the boundaries 
at this time. 

SECRETARY STALKS: I have before me a copy 
of the public notice that has been sent out by our 


office some time ago, and for the edification of all 
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those present we pointed out to you that the area to 
be investigated is bounded generally by Frelinghuysen 
Avenue, East Peddie Street, West Peddie Street, 
Hillside Avenue, Watson Avenue, Johnson Avenue and 
Meeker Avenue in the City of Newark, New Jersey. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Will the representative 


from the Newark Housing Authority please step forward 


(MR. AUGUSTINE J. KELLY comes forward.) 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Please give your name and 
title to the stenographer, and give the reason for 
this application. 

MR. KELLY: My name is Augustine J. Kelly and 
I am deputy director of the Housing Authority of the 
City of Newark and I am also its counsel. 

Mr. Chairman, members of the Central Planning 
Board of the City of Newark, ladies and gentlemen, 
I have several exhibits that I would ask to be placed 
in evidence. The first one is an ordinance adopted 
by the Board of Commissioners of the City of Newark 
dated March 23, 1938, creating the Housing Authority 
of the City of Newark. Тһе ordinance is No. 2128, 
entitled "An Ordinance Creating the Housing Authority 


of the City of Newark". I will ask that that be 
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marked as the first exhibit on behalf of the Housing 
Ausnoriege à 

CHAIRMAN. BRADLEY: Give it to the clerk in the 
front and it will 31 зо marked. 

(Ordinance is márked as Exhibit Number 1.) 

MR. KELLY: The second exhibit is likewise 
an ordinance and it is No. 590 entitled "An Ordinance 
Constituting, Designating and Authorizing the Housing 
Authority of the City of Newark to Undertake Slum 
Clearance and Urban Renewal." This ordinance was 
adopted by the Board of Commissioners on the 8th day 
of September, 1949. I would ask that that be marked 
as Exhibit Number 2. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: I so direct. 

(Ordinance is marked as Exhibit Number 2.) 

MR. KELLY: Оп November 3, 1971, the Municipal 
Council of the City of Newark adopted a resolution 
Number 7RC. That resolution is entitled "Resolution 
of Municipal Council of the City of Newark Approving 
Undertaking of Surveys and Plans for an Urban Renewal 
Project and Filing of. Application." May I point out 
к 
audience, that this resolution contains an area 
greatly in excess of the blight hearing area which is 


under consideration ‘this evening. That comes about-- 
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well, I will ask that this be marked in evidence first, 
as our third exhibit. 

(Ordinance 15 nS as Exhibit Number 3.) 

MR. KELLY: On Décember 30, 1971, the Municipal 
Council of ihe City of Newark adopted resolution 7RCB 
entitled "Resolution Designating and Authorizing the 
Central Planning Board to make an investigation and 
hold a public hearing to determine whether Weequahic 
Park Urban Renewal Area, as designated in this 
resolution, is a blighted area." You will note that 
the area as read by Madam Secretary tonight is sub- 
stantially smaller than the area that was designated 
in the resolution that I presented as Exhibit Number 
3. So that we could confine ourselves to the area 
bounded by Frelinghuysen Avenue, East Peddie Street, 
West Peddie Street, Hillside Avenue, Watson Avenue, 
Johnson Avenue, Meeker Avenue and back down to 
Frelinghuysen Avenue. 

So I am asking that the Resolution TRCB be 
designated as Number 4. : 

(Resolution is marked as Exhibit Number 4.) 

MR. KELLY: Rather than marking the map that 
is on the easel; I would present another map exactly 
the same as that one, and°ask’that that be marked 


аз Exhibit Number 5. 
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(Map 15 marked as Exhibit Number 5.) 

MR. KELLY: As required by statute, a notice 
Of this hearing was published in the Star Ledger оп 
December 30, 1971 and on January 6, 1972. It müst be 
published once a week for two consecutive weeks. -I 
have the affidavit of Linda MeDonald, and I ask that 
that be marked as Exhibit Number 6. Attached to the 
affidavit is a copy of the public notice as it appearet 
in the papers. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Тһе Board so directs, they 
be marked. 

(Affidavit of publication is marked as 
Exhibit Number 6.) 

MR. KELLY: In January of this year the Housing 
Authority caused to be made in the area in question 
а survey of all buildings in the area, and I would 
now ask that the survey entitled "Existing Conditions 
Survey Summary of Weequahic Park Area" be marked às 
Exhibit Number 7. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: It is so directed, that it 
be marked. ; 

(Existing Conditions Survey Summary of Wee- 
quahic Park Area is marked as Exhibit Number 7.)« 

MR. KELLY: Every building in the area was 


examined, and the results of that examination are set 


В 
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forth on these cards, and I would ask that the card: 
as а group be marked as Exhibit Number 8, bearing in 
mind that there is а card for every structure in the 
area. ‘ 

(A group of cards are marked as Exhibit 
Number 8.) 

MR. KELLY: I have an affidavit made by Mr. 
Joseph Lounsbury which reads as follows, 

"Joseph F. Lounsbury, being duly sworn accord- 
ing to law upon his oath deposes and says, 

"One, I am employed by the City of Newark, in 
the Department of Revenue, as an Assistant Supervisor 
Addressograph Division, and in said capacity I have 
access to the assessment records of the City of 
Newark. 

"I made a check of the assessment records 
of the City of Newark and took from said records the 
names and addresses of the last owners of each parcel 
SFnropertyoithin the ida ch thé Merquaniu RARI oe 
Urban Renewal Project and prepared envelopes for 2 
the mailing of notices to said persons as owners and 
also such persons whose names are noted on said 
assessment records as claimants of an interest in 
any parcel. 


"Three, the envelopes as addressed were given 
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by me to Larrie W. Stalks, secretary, Central Planning 
Board of m City of Newark on January 5, 1972." 

This is signed by Joseph F. Lounsbury. 
"And subscribed and sworn to before me this l2th day 
of January" by Altear А. Lester. 

I ask that this be marked аз Exhibit Number 9. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: The Chair so directs, that 
it be marked as an exhibit. 

(Affidavit is marked Exhibit Number 9.) 

MR. KELLY: The second affidavit is as follows 
"Mrs, Larrie W. Stalks, being duly sworn according 
to law upon her oath deposes and says, 

"One, I am employed by the City of Newark as 
secretary of the Central Planning Board of the City 
of Newark. 

"Two, Í received from Joseph F. Lounsbury, 
assistant supervisor, Addressograph Division, Depart- 
ment of Revenue of the City of Newark envelopes 
addressed to the last owner of each parcel of property 

“within the area according to the assessment records 
of the municipality as contained in Weequahic Park 

~ Urban Renewal Project. In addition thereto, envelope 
addressed to those persons whose names are noted on 
said assessment records as claimants of an interest 


in said parcel. 
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"Three, І inserted in each envelope a notice 
that the Central Planning Board of the city of 
Newark will hold a public hearing in the Municipal 
Council Chambers at the City Hall, Newark, New 
Jersey, on Monday, January 17, 1972, at T:00 p.m., 
Eastern Standard Time, for the purpose of hearing 
persons interested in or who would be affected by а 
determination that the area is a blighted area as 
defined in Chapter 187 of the New Jersey Laws of 
1949, as amended, any person who favors ог who is 
against such a determination. A copy of said public 
notice is attached hereto and made a part of this 
affidavit. And this says, 'Under my immediate 
supervision the said envelopes containing the notices 
&s set forth were deposited in the United States 
Post Office Box located in the basement of City 
Hall on January 5, 1972, signed and sworn to Larrie 
W. Stalks, secretary.'" 

I am sorry that I have to take up as much 
time as this with exhibits; but they are a necessary 
part of the record. v 

Mr. Sivolella, the Executive йге of-- 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: (Interrupting) -Excuse me, 

counselor, but do you wish.to submit that in evidence 


as an exhibit, too? 
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MR. KELLY: Yes, І do. Аз Number 10. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: It is so directed. 

(Affidavit is marked as Exhibit» Number 10.) 

MR. KELLY: Mr. Sivolella, the executive - 
director of the Newark Housing Authority had planned. 
to appear before you this evening, апа фе asked to bè- 
excused. I would say in the neighborhood of twenty 
minutes to seven he asked that I convey his request 
and express to you that he is 111 and ‘that at that | 
time he was on his way to a doctor... So, with your 
permission, I would read the statement prepared by 
Mr. Sivolella for presentation to you did. 

(Reading) "On February 16, 1966, the City 
Council by motion memorialized the Newark Housing 
Authority, acting as the Urban Redevelopment Agency; 
for the City, to cooperate in the development of the 
area north of Weequahic Park. Subsequent to that, 
studies were undertaken of the area. Оп August 4, 
1971, the City Council authorized the Housing 
Authority of the City of Newark by resolution to 
undertake surveys and make plans to file appropriate 

applications for federal financial assistance in 
connection with the development of the area now under 
investigation. 


"In this State it is a prerequisite to the 
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receiving of federal financial assistance toward the 
redevelopment of an area that the area in question 
be found blighted according to the definition of 
blight in the State Statutes. 

"Qur purpose tonight is to present to you the 
results of our investigations of the area. The 
details of that investigation will be presented by 
members of the Housing Authority staff who are 
technically competent to make that presentation. 

"We are all familiar with the accomplishments 
of urban renewal on other blighted areas in our city. 
Almost four thousand units of moderate income housing 
have been erected. The fifty million dollar Gateway 
complex is progressing on schedule with the first 
two units already constructed. Rutger's University 
and Newark College of Engineering campuses virtually 
completed, the New Jersey College of Medicine and 
Dentistry is under construction, the Essex County 
Junior College is out for bids. Ме could go on 
with this list mentioning the schools, playgrounds, 
churches, industrial buildings and so on that have 
been erected under the aegis of urban renewal. 
Suffice to say that over $200 million has already 
been invested. The coming several years will more 


than double that figure. 
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"Ihave been a lifelong resident of Newark. 

Т know Gir City well. Т have been active in slum 
clearance.and urban renewal for twenty-five years. 
I have studied the findings of our staff relating 
to the area under consideration. I have also in- 
spected the area itself. It is my opinion that this 
area is blighted as defined in the State Statute." 

The first speaker for the Housing Authority 
will be Alfred J. Walker who is the Director of 
Urban Renewal ‘activities. 

(Mr. Alfred J. Walker comes forward.) 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Give your name and title 
to the stenographer. 

MR. WALKER: Му name is Alfred J. Walker, I 
am Assistant Executive Director of the Newark Housing 
Authority. 

Mr. Chairman, Mr. Councilman, gentlemen of 
the Planning Board, Madam Secretary. We are here 
tonight to discuss and consider an area of the City 
of Newark, generally bounded by East and West Peddie 
Streets оп the north, Frelinghuysen Avenue on the 
East, Meeker Avenue 55389 south and Johnson and 
Hillside-Avenues on the west. 

а еван за to He eaceipt of 


federal assistance-is a Finding by the Central 
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Planning Board that the area in question is in fact 
"Blighted" within the definition of a blighted area 
as contained in the New Jersey Statutes. 1 

That Act contains five (5) alternative 
descriptions of blighting conditions that may bei- 
found to exist within an area, A Finding on your 
part that any one of these conditions does obtain in 
the area will be a firm basis for your determination 
that the area being considered is a Blighted Агеа. 

Two surveys of this area have been made by 
competent, experienced personnel on the staff of the 
Housing Authority. One survey made in June, 1969, 
covered the portion east of the Lehigh Valley Rail- 
road area. А second in November, 1971, focused on 
the remaining area. 

These surveys gathered information concerning 
the structural conditions of buildings, existing 
land uses and the appropriateness of such uses, 
traffic circulation, the adequacy of public improve- 
ments and all other data deemed relevant to this- 
hearing. The detailed results of that PTUS will 
be presented to you separately. 

Subsequent speakers will address themselves 
to particular aspects Gf these conditions. I shall 


discuss the area in general. 
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Let us now relate the conditions disclosed by 
our surveys to the alternative definitions of blight 
in the State Statute. 

The act defines a blighted area as one in 
which there exists any of the,following conditions: 

а) The generality of buildings used as dwell- 
ings or the dwelling pec der ‘therein are sub- 
standard, unsafe, insanitary, dilapidated, or obso- 
lescent, or possess any of S51 pot De or 
are so lacking in light, air;~or space, as to be 
conducive to unwholesome Living; 

b) The discontinuance of the use of buildings 
previously used for manufacturing or industrial pur- 
poses, the abandonment of such buildings or the same 
being allowed to fall into so great a state of dis- 
repair as to be untenantable; 

c) Unimproved vacant land, which has remained 
so for а period of ten years prior to the determina- 
tion hereinafter referred to, and which land by 
reason of its location, or remoteness from developed 
sections or portions of such municipality, or lack 
of means of access to such other parts thereof, or 
topography, or nature of the soil, is not likely to 
be developed through the instrumentality of private 


capital; 
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d) “Areas (including slum areas), with build- 
ings or ‘improvements which by reason of dilapidation, 
мы overcrowding, faulty arrangement ог 
design, lack of ventilation, light and sanitary 
facilities, excessive land coverage, deleterious land 
use or obsolete layout, or any combination of these 
or other factors, are detrimental to the safety, 
health, morals, or welfare of the community; 

e) А growing or total lack of proper utiliza- 
tion of areas caused by the condition of the title, 
diverse ownership of the real property therein and 
other conditions, resulting in а stagnant and un- 
productive condition of land potentially useful and 
valuable for contributing to and serving the public 
health, safety and welfare. 

Our survey disclosed that the area contains 
ninety-three structures of which 71 percent contain 
deficiencies. These deficiencies range from cracks 
in foundations and bearing walls to irreparable major 
structural deficiencies. Approximately 20. percent 
were substandard and dangerous to the point of justi- 
fying immediate demolition. This is a blighting 
factor as defined in Paragraph (4) of the State 
statute. 


With the exception of two large residential 
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structures on Meeker Avenue, Б. Elizabeth Avenue 
from each other there are only nine (9) dwelling units 
of the forty-two surveyed in the area that can be 
considered standard. Over 36 percent.of the reported 
units were found to be алараа to а degree that 
оссирапеу is either impossible or inhuman, This is 
blight as defined in Paragraph (a) of the Act. 

The area is characterized by the presence of 
а number of older industrial and commercial struct- 
ures. Many are vacant or only minimally utilized. 
The vacant structures are showing unmistakable signs 
of neglect and decay. If this trend is not arrested 
and reversed by appropriate renewal action, if ad- 
vantage is not taken of available corrective programs 
an irreversible trend of decay may be expected. 
Again, this is blight as defined in Paragraph (b) of 
the State Act. 

The area is also characterized by the presence 
of a number of vacant lots and land used for the 
storage of waste material--that is junkyards. This 
is obvious blight as defined 1n Paragraph (d) of the 
Act. Я 

The area is bisected by two highways, Routes 
22 апа 78. It is also traversed by à railroad. This 


trisectioning wreaks havoc with the existing traffic 
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pattern and required a revamping of traffic flow 
and circulation. 

The southern boundary of the area, Meeker 
Avenue, has always flooded, creating traffic snarls, 
property damage, health hazards, impeding the cir- 
culation of necessary vehicles such as fire, police 
and ambulances. This is a patent condition of 
blight that demands correction. 

All the above findings relate to the area as 
viewed in isolation. It is clearly a blighted area. 

However, when we consider this blighted area 
in relation to the entire city, some idea of its 
potential value to the entire community becomes 
visable, as well as some idea of the economic and 
social waste the community is incurring by allowing 
it to remain in its present condition. 

The area in question, now composed of a 
heterogeneous mixture of commercial and industrial 
structures, some modern, some obsolete, inadequate 
street pattern, mixed substandard and standard 
housing, junkyards, subject to repeated flooding, 
crisscrossed by highways, lies immediately adjacent 
to the best and newest residential section of the 
city directly across the street from a major park 


containing three hundred and eleven acres. 
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Properly replanned, with the retention of 


standard industrial str , and the ii ion 
of modern housing and neighborhood shopping facilities 
its redevelopment offers our city an unrivaled oppor- 
tunity. 

The mistakes of the past do not have to be 
perpetrated. Ву employing the tools of a blight 
declaration and urban renewal, this and other de- 
caying areas of our city can be reclaimed and used 
to their highest potential for the common good of all. 

As some of your senior members may recall, 
this is the eighth time I have appeared before your 
honorable Board and requested you to declare an area 
blighted. 

I am an engineer and planner by profession. I 
have spent the past twenty-two (22).years in the 
field of urban renewal and slum clearance. I know 
Newark. I live in this city and own my home here. 

I have personally investigated the area under con- 
sideration and consider it blighted as defined in 
our State Law. 

I respectfully ask you to do the same. 

Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Thank you, Mr. Walker. 


Who is the next speaker, please? 
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(Mr. George Chranewycz comes forward.) 

MR. CHRANEWYCZ: My name is George Chranewycz 
and I am the Director of Planning, Engineering and 
Research for the Housing Authority of the City of 
Newark. 

I am a resident of the City of Newark. I am 
familiar with the area being considered tonight from 
numerous inspections throughout many years. I have 
а Bachelor's Degree in area studies from Yale 
University and a Master's Degree in city planning 
from Columbia University. Т am a professional р1аппег 
and have appeared in the role of expert witness before 
many Boards in many states, with my last appearances 
being in the Townships of Maplewood and Wayne, New 
Jersey. 

The question of whether the area under соп- 
sideration is a slum blighted area can be examined in 
accordance with any one of five major approaches. 

All of these are specifically stated in the defini- 
tion of a “blighted area". Evidence can be found in 
this area along any of these categories. 

The generality of residential puildings is 
conducive to unwholesome living at present. Two of 
these residential buildings are in remarkably. good 


condition. These are structures which face each 
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other across Elizabeth Avenue at Meeker Avenue. One 
is brand new, containing two hundred and ten dwellings 
recently constructed and the other an older structure 
of fifty-two dwellings which have been kept 1ngood 
condition. In addition to being loc&ted at the soi- 
easterly end of the project, near ай existing 
residential neighborhood, these buildings aise "front 
on three hundred and eleven acres of Weequahic. Park. 
offering ample rest and recreation opportunities 
to area residents. The existence of these standard 
properties within the boundaries of the area consti- 
tutes perhaps the main reason to seek ‘a blight 
declaration for the entire area and remedial actions 
which would follow, in order to insure continuing 
existence and maintenance of these standard buildings 
The proposed development concept for this area, which 
will be discussed by somebody else in the course of 
this evening, will take advantage of this and utilize 
the two buildings as a foundation to base further 
residential developments along the park frontage. 

One building with one dwelling, also in a 
standard condition, exists in the industrial portion 
of this area at Victoria Street and Frelinghuysen 
Avenue. А11 other residential uses are in buildings 


left over in the wake of passage of a major inter- 
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state highway, north of Meeker Avenue and west of 
Elizabeth Avenue. These buildings are predominantly 
of frame and in a dilapidated condition. 

I have recently taken, last week as a matter 
of fact, some photographs, and I would like to offer 
these as I go along duo evidence. These are the 
first two (showing). 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: The clerk will mark them 
Exhibit 11 and Exhibit 12. 

(Two photographs are marked as Exhibit 11 
and Exhibit 12 respectively.) 

MR. CHRANEWYCZ: Their continuing location 
along major access lanes to Interstate Highway 78 
would be downright criminal to contemplate. Actions 
resulting from а blight determination, of importance 
to the owners and residents of these properties, 
will include an equitable compensation for the 
properties as well as a satisfactory relocation of 
tenants, utilizing the various relocation aids, in- 
cluding fiscal grants, available pursuant to the 
Uniform Reloeation Act.of 1969, as amended. 

Several buildings in the area have been dis- 
continued in the use-for which they were initially 
intended. Subsequent to suéif discontinuation these 


buildings were indeed allowed to fall into a great 
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and again I have a photograph, Mr. Chairman of that. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: I wi3l cc that as 
Exhibit Number 16. фи 

(Photograph marked Exiit Number 16.) 

MR. CHRANEWYCZ: And here 45 another one. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: That will be Exhibit Number 
и, 

(Photograph marked Exhibit Number 17.) 

MR. CHRANEWYCZ: Unimproved vacant land exists 
in this area in the form of small parcels scattered 
about the site, left after the super-imposition of 
a major railroad and highway network on the existing 
city streets. More importantly, there is evidence 
of land which is underutilized and thus resulting 
in a condition under which this land is not likely 
to be developed to its best and fullest use through 
the instrumentality of private capital. I have 
three photographs illustrating this condition, if 
I may offer them in evidence. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Mark trem as Exhibits 18, 
19 and 20. LU 

(Three photographs are marked'as Exhibit 
Numbers 18, 19 and 20 respectively.) 

MR. CHRANEWYCZ: It is important in this 


connection to note the existence-of under-utilized 
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lands which are potentially valuable to the community j~ 
The area conditions map demonstrates the spread of : 
such undeveloped land as well as land containing 
substandard and deficient structures. And this is 
the map being placed on the easel in three colors 
(indicating). The area in green is not improved by 
structures, in dark brown are lands containing sub- 
standard buildings and in the yellowish color are 
lands containing structures which are deficient. 

I would like to briefly run over the nature 
of the substandard sections that were found upon 
our inspection. At 169 Meeker Avenue-- 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: (Interrupting) Excuse me, 
but are you submitting this? 

MR. CHRANEWYCZ: Yes, I am. I would like to 
offer this map in evidence. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Mark that as Exhibit Number| 
21. 

(Map 15 marked as Exhibit Number 21.) 

MR. CHRANEWYCZ: This will be the area 
conditions map. 

At 169 Meeker Avenue that is abandoned 
property, formerly occupied by Josloff Glass Company.| 
It is a one-story masonry building with the walls 


out of plumb. It has inadequate heating and wiring, 
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cracked beams, et cetera. 

183 Meeker Avenue, this is The Snak Shack 
Luncheonette, one-story masonry; it has sagging walls 
out of plumb. It has sagging or buckled floors, 
eracked or bent girders, beams, columns, open cracks 
holes in piers, foundations, cracked or bent rafters, 
unsafe and inadequate electrical facilities, et cetera 

At 79 Empire Street, hardboard fabricators. 

It is a one-story masonry building, bearing walls 
and foundations out of plumb. Unsafe wiring or 
electrical facilities. Corroded or^bent girders, 
beams, columns, as well as open cracks or holes in 
piers, foundations and rafters. 

At 85 Empire Street, occupied by the Uni Pak 
Corporation, it is a one-story masonry building, 
open cracks and holes in roofs, bearing walls and 
foundations, cracked or bent girders, beams, columns, 
sagging or buckled floors, open cracks, holes in 
piers and foundation, cracked or bent rafters, 
unsafe wiring or electrical facilities, et cetera. 

At 377 Frelinghuysen Avenue; the building 
owned by the Emm Ess Metals, this is a one-story 
masonry building and metal, open cracks holes, 
et cetera in roofs, bearing walls and foundations; 


dirt floors, cracked or bent girders, beams, columns, 


open cracks or holes in piers and foundations, 
cracked or bent rafters, inadequate heating, corroded 
and deteriorating plumbing. 

At 42 East Peddie Street, this is a commercial 
one-story masonry diner, with roof and bearing walls, 
open holes and cracks, foundation, sagging, corroded 
and deteriorating plumbing. 

At 50 East Peddie Street, this is a commercial 
two-story masonry building, owned by Lido Trading 
Company, with roofs sagging or out of plumb, bear- 
ing walls, sagging or out of plumb, foundations 
sagging or out of plumb, floors beyond repair, 
girders warped, rotted, beams warped, rotted, columns 
deteriorating or sagging, piers sagging or out of 
plumb, unsafe exits and stairwells, corroded and 
deteriorating plumbing. 

At 297-299 Frelinghuysen Avenue, this is an 
industrial one-story masonry building, occupied by 
S. Kaplan & Sons, scrap metals. The roofs, bearing 
walls, foundations, sagging or out of plumb, floors 
sagging or buckled, girders, beams, columns, cracked, 


, rafters cracked, 


bent; piers, open cracks, hol 
bent, unsafe exits and stairwells, unsafe heating, 
unsafe wiring, inadequate electrical service, 


corroded and deteriorating plumbing. 
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At 307 Frelinghuysen Avenue, this is а com- 
mercial, two-story masonry building for bar and 
restaurant, roofs, open holes, cracks, bearing walls, 
foundations sagging or out of ait. floórs sagging 
or buckled, girders, beams, warpéd, rotted, $olumns 
deteriorating or sagging; piers sagging. FS odd of 
plumb, rafters cracked, bent, unsafe exits and stair- 
wells, unsafe wiring and electrical facilities, 
corroded and deteriorating plumbing. 

At 309-315 Pre linghnyeah Avenue, this “is а 
commercial, one-story masonry, occupied: by Joseph 
B. Zamdasky Company, scrap metals, bearing walls 
and foundations, sagging or out of plumb, floors 
sagging or buckled, girders, cracked, bent; ae 
warped, rotted; columns, deteriorating or sagging; 
piers sagging or out of plumb, corroded and deteri- 
orating plumbing. 

At 89 Empire Street, this is a commercial, 
two-story masonry building occupied by Texttibits, 
Inc., roofs, open holes, cracks, bearing walls, 
foundations, sagging or out of plumb; floors, sagging 
or buckled, girders, beams, columns, cracked or 
bent; piers, open holes, cracks; rafters, cracked, 


bent; unsafe wiring; corroded and deteriorating 


plumbing. 
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At 501 Frelinghuysen Avenue, this isa one- 


story masonry building oceupied by Hy's Esso Station, 


and foundations; warped or rotted girders; cracked 
“Or bent-beams, columns; open cracks, holes in piers, 
foundations; cracked or bent rafters; авиа 
drainage and water pressure; corroded and deteriorate 
ing plumbing. 

At 369-371 Elizabeth Avenue, this is а resideng 
and commercial tavern and one dwelling unit, two-story 
frame шазопгу building, sagging or out of plumb, 
bearing walls; cracked or bent beams, unsafe or in- 
adequate exits and stairwells. 

At 325 Elizabeth Avenue, residential, three 
dwelling units, frame, sagging or out of plumb, 
roofs, bearing walls and foundations, exterior fire 
damage; not habitable. 

At 277 Johnson Avenue, this is а one dwelling 
unit, two and one-half story frame building, with 
open cracks, holes in roof, bearing walls and 
foundations; sagging or out of level floors, un- 
safe and inadequate electrical, unsafe and inadequate 
heating, inadequate drainage and water pressure, 
corroded and deteriorating plumbing. 


At 275 Johnson Avenue, this is a one dwelling 
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unit, two and one-half story frame building, sagging 
or out of plumb, roofs, bearing walls and foundations, 
building is vacant, vandalized, boarded up and 
possibly abandoned. 

At 273 Johnson Avenue, thís is a one dwelling 
unit, two and one-half story frame residence, 

Sagging or out of plumb, roofs, bearing walls and 
foundations. 

Thus, areas exist within this proposed project 
with buildings or other improvements which are 
detrimental to the welfare of the community by reason 
of dilapidation or functional obsolescence, or a 
faulty arrangement, or design of a deleterious land 
use. Included in this are dilapidated non-residential 
structures, iron, scrap or junk storage and handling 
facilities, conversion of buildings to uses, other 
than those for which they were originally intended, 
and the like. 

The fifth, and last, point utilized in de- 
fining a blighted area is potentially the most 
important. It states that an area is blighted if 
there exists within it a -rowing or a total lack of 
proper utilization of land potentially useful and 
valuable. As defined in the "blighted area", such 


lack of proper utilization can be caused by condition| 
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МВ. CHRANEWYCZ:- This results in properties of 
odd shapes and sizes creating in several instances 
lands unusable for any proper developments. Тһе 
inadequate street patterns serving the area include 
the parking and loading of large-trucks on streets. 
Traffic conditions are heavy at present and they are 
in the process of being greatly worsened due to 
the blocking of 8 North-South City Streets, West 
of Elizabeth Avenue, by the Interstate 78 Highway. 
This will have the effect of funneling additional 
traffic into Elizabeth Avenue. Also, the Interstate 
Highway will have major exit and entrance ramps 
partially in this area, west of Elizabeth Avenue. 
This will attract even more traffic to this proposed 
project. It would be extremely negligent to leave 
matters as they are, including the retention of a 
number of small residential structures between 
Elizabeth Avenue into various lanes entering and 
exiting Interstate 78;-and if I may have the first 
map back, the conditions map (indicating), the total 
area of the Weequahic Park Project is 118-71 acres. 
This is how the area is konie utilized at present: 

The Interstate ntghway 1-78; which is covered 
by the zip pattern on that map, depupies 22.59 


acres. The Lehigh Valley Railroad occupies 18.57 
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&cres, and it too is marked by the blue zip pattern. 
The State Route 22 occupies 2.17 acres, and that too 
is marked by the zip pattern, and the existing streets 
take up 27.17 acres. Now, the total transportation 
use in the area is 66.50 acres. 

The properties with substandard structures, 
those marked in brown, occupy 6.35 acres. The 
properties with deficient structures occupy 18.3! 
acres and the vacant land properties occupy 5.55 
acres. This adverse condition of use occupies а 
total of 30.24 acres. And if we subtract the trans- 
portation of 66.50 acres and the adverse condition 
of use of 30.24 acres, the total land properly 
utilized would be 21.97 acres. This fact in itself, 
that a mere 22 acres, or 21 percent of the total 
area, is properly utilized, and this fact in itself, 
that this much of the area is not properly utilized, 
constitutes blight. 

The highest and best use of land at the con- 
fluence of two major highways and a major railroad 
is an intensive development of residential and none 
residential uses. Such development will be made 
possible by actions subsequent to a determination 
that this is a blighted area. 


Flooding now occurs over most of Meeker Avenue 
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and portions of Frelinghuysen Avenue within this area. 
This too serves as a detracting agent, barring a proper 
utilization of land. 

The addition of thousands of vehicles which 
will travel through this area each hour,the continued 
existence of flooding, the continued presence of 
metal, scrap and junk storage as well as the presence 
of substandard structures causes conditions detri- 
mental to the public health, safety and welfare. The 
diversity of ownership of properties in е 
illustrated on the property map, which І would like 
to place into evidence. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: The clerk will accept that 
аз Exhibit Number 23. 

(Map is marked as Exhibit Number 23.) 

MR. CHRANEWYCZ: This map merely utilizes 
different colors to distinguish between separate 
ownerships of land. Many of these properties have 
an andit factor of the State of New Jersey's 
claim of so-called Riparian Rights. 

It is certainly necessary to take remedial 
actions as soon as humanly possible, to create an 
orderly arrangement of land uses, to eliminate or at 
least minimize effects of various forms of pollution, 


to turn this area of the city into a valuable, 
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productive use of land. 

The area in question is undoubtedly a blighted 
area within the meaning of pertinent state legisla- 
tion: 

“COMMISSIONER COCUZZA: Mr. Chranewyez, would 
you please define for this Board the word junkyard. 

MR. CHRANEWYCZ: What I meant by that is 
dealers in scrap metals, ferous and non-ferous metals, 
who have outside storage of such materials. 

COMMISSIONER COCUZZA: Apparently Mr. Chrane- 
wyez, you are not aware of the fact that, some of 
these scrap metal yards are big businesses and some 
of them are in the recycling business. 

MR. CHRANEWYCZ: І am quite aware of that. 

COMMISSIONER COCUZZA: I must remind you that 
if you must use the word junkyard, that junk has 
some value. You must realize that, if you look it 
up in the dictionary. 

COMMISSIONER HARRIS: Mr. Chranewycz, I would 
like to ask you a question. The first question I 
would.like to-ask of you is this, and this is for 
the record, approximately when were these inspections 
made on these properties as to these conditions that 

you hàve outlined? 


MR. CHRANEWYCZ: They were made in the past 
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sixty days or thereabouts, Sixty or ninety days. 

DR. ELSAMMAK: When was it made? i 

MR. CHRANEWYCZ: The question is, when was 
the survey made. т 

DR. ELSAMMAK: Іп the past sixty or ninety 
days? 

MR. CHRANEWYCZ: Yes, in the past sixty or 
ninety days. 

COMMISSIONER HARRIS: And they were made by 
your agency or by the city? 

MR. CHRANEWYCZ: They were made by a staff of 
my agency. 

COMMISSIONER HARRIS: Your agency? 

MR. CHRANEWYCZ: Yes. And these include 
rehabilitation estimators which we employ in our 
areas of activity. 

COMMISSIONER HARRIS: А11 right, thank you. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Are there any other 
questions by the Board members? 

(There is no response.) 

Mr. Chranewycz, you have pointed to а figure 
of buildings that are not rehabilitated. Are you 
saying that these buildings are incapable of being 
rehabilitated? 


MR. CHRANEWYCZ: Yes, sir.» 
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CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: There is no chance that any 
of the buildings stated by you can be rehabilitated? 

MR. CHRANEWYCZ: They are not economically 
feasible to be rehabilitated. You know you could put 
а lot of money into something and you could rehabili- 
tate almost anything, provided you spend enough money 
on it. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: All right, thank you. 

COMMISSIONER COCUZZA: Mr. Chranewycz, you 
failed to reveal on Hillside Avenue a four story 
brick apartment building which is well kept. That 
is just for the record. 

COMMISSIONER CAVICCHIA: Мг. Chranewycz, when 
were these maps drawn up, how recently? 

MR. CHRANEWYCZ: These maps were drawn up 
last week. 

COMMISSIONER CAVICCHIA: And how long ago did 
you take your walking tour, when you took these 
photographs? 

MR. CHRANEWYCZ: Saturday a week ago, I took 
the photographs. 

COMMISSIONER CAVICCHIA: And you found these 
conditions? 

MR. CHRANEWYCZ: Yes, sir. 


COMMISSIONER CAVICCHIA: Were you accompanied 
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by people? 

MR. CHRANEWYCZ: No. By myself. I was by 
myself. Ed 

COMMISSIONER COCUZZA: Mr."Chairman, may I 
ask him a question? I am asking, Mr. mcum when 
making his surveylhe observed a building occupied by 
Chesebro Whitman Company which is directly south of 
Victoria Street, which is @good building. But he 
only referred to the dilapidated. buildings. 

MR. CHRANEWYCZ: Have I identified that as a 
substandard building? 

COMMISSIONER COCUZZA: You did not mention it 
at all. I am just pointing this out for the records 

MR. CHRANEWYCZ: І did not enumerate every 
building in the area, Mr. Chairman. 

COMMISSIONER COCUZZA: All right, thank you. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Are there any other question 
by the Board members of Mr. Chranewyez? 

(There is no response.) 

Are there any other speakers in favor of the 
declaration of blight? 

(Mr. Raymond Messina comes forward.) 

MR. MESSINA: My name is Raymond Messina and 
I am administrative assistant to the director of 


Public Works. This presentation was prepared by 
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Alvin L. ‘Zach, the Chief оа for the Department 
of Public Works and for Director Samuel A. Friscia, 
Director of Public Works. е 

The Weequahic Park Urban Renewal Project area 
is generally bounded on the east by Frelinghuysen 
Avenué, on the south by Meeker Avenue, on the apt 
by Johnson Avenue and Hillside Avenue and on the 
north by East and West Peddie Street, containing 
approximately one hundred and twenty acres. 

The area consists of a mixture of uses from 
single family residential to high rise multi-family 
residential buildings and from scrap metal operations 
to some substantial commercial and industrial 
activities. At present the area is crisscrossed with 
substantial rights-of-way for the proposed Route 78, 
as well as the existing Route 22 and the Lehigh 
Valley Railroad. 

The land mass involved in existing and pro- 
posed rights-of-way for highways and railroads is 
approximately 35 percent of the total area of the 
proposed project: The acquisition of the area for 
Route 78 has and will continue to result in the 
removal of additional struétures beyond those 
already removed in the area: 


Two of the main roadways serving the area, 
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Meeker Avenue and Frelinghuysen Avenue are subjected 
to major regular flooding. Meeker Avenue floods on 
а high frequency in the area of Empire Street. 
Frelinghuysen Avenue is also subject to major periodici 
flooding in the area between Victoria Street and ` 
the Route 22 overpass. Е 

The interior streets located in the southerly 
portion of the tract, namely Empire Street and 
Victoria Street, are subject to local flooding, 
rendering them impassable for traffic flow. 

At the present time, the City has authorized 
& detailed storm drainage study with the work being 
performed by the firm of James P. Purcell Associates, 
Consulting Engineers. The Purcell firm is also 
studying the possibility of separating the combined 
sanitary sewer-storm sewer system that exists in 
the entire area under consideration. 

The City has been involved in litigation 
concerning the flooding on Frelinghuysen Avenue and 
is under Court mandate to resolve the present 
conditions. 

The buildings in the area range from being 
abandoned and in various stages of demolition to 
substantial brick buildings that are occupied. In 


addition to the buildings there are numerous vacant 
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lots within the area. 

The City has two facilities located within 
the area; namely, the Victoria Street garage, which 
houses the Division of Motors and the Empire Street 
garage, utilized by the Division of Sanitation. Both 
of these facilities are in disrepair and due to 
poor subsurface conditions the buildings are settling. 
The settlement factor is quite severe and if it 
cannot be corrected the buildings will become totally 
unfit for occupancy. 

There are also some new buildings located 
within the confines of the area boundry, including the 
building recently constructed by Mr. Padula. In the 
final design for the rehabilitation of this area, 
those structures of major importance will have to be 
taken into consideration. 

I also have a resume on Mr. Zach and on Mr. 
Friscia that I want to present in evidence to the 
Board. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: The Board will accept that 
as an exhibit, Exhibit 24. 

(Statements are marked as Exhibit Number 24.) 

COMMISSIONER COCUZZA: Мг. Chairman, while 
Mr. Messina is at the mike, I would like to ask him 


а question. 
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Mr. Messina, I am wondering why you bring up 
the Subject of flooding. May I ask what that has to 
do with the blight determination? 

MR. MESSINA: As I said, I did not prepare this| 
report. I am just here to read it for Mr. Zach who 
did prepare it, and any questions concerning it I 
think should be directed to Mr. Zach. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Well, the Chair will ask 
Director Friscia to come to the microphone. Possibly 
he could answer the question. 

(Director Samuel A. Friscia comes forward.) 

MR. FRISCIA: My name is Samuel A. Friscia 
and I am Director of the Department of Public Works, 
City of Newark. 

Mr. Chairman, I am at your disposal. 

COMMISSIONER COCUZZA: Mr. Director, Mr. 
Messina has brought out the subject by revealing 
& condition that has existed for many years, that of 


flooding on Frelinghuysen Avenue, and my question is 


what bearing does it have at this hearing? 


MR. FRISCIA: Because the whole area down 
there, Mr. Cocuzza, is innundated, and in fact, the 
information that we have is recently that it has been 
subject to & court suit where the City of Newark was 


fined.a sum of almost $250,000 which is payable to 
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certain firms down there and which the city is 
appealing now. 1% is my undérstandihg that there 
are other firms, and maybe Mr. Rother could enlighten 
me on it, who are intending to file claims ‘against 
the City of Newark. TR 3 

I thought it to be something critical, and I 
felt that this should be brought out at this hearing. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: The Chair feels that all 
evidence handed to us tonight is acceptable and that 
it is up to us to decide whether it has any bearing 
on the declaration of blight or not. 

COMMISSIONER COCUZZA: All right, Mr. Chairman, 


thank you. 


(Mr. Adam W. Samiec comes forward.) 

MR. SAMIEC: Му name is Adam М. Samiec and I 
am presently affiliated with the Housing Authority 
of the City of Newark as an assistant director of 
engineering and planning. I hold an Associate of 
Arts and a Bachelor of Engineering degree and I am 
a licensed professional engineer of the State of 
New Jersey and of New York. I am also licensed as a 
professional planner in New Jersey. - 

Part of my employment is with the Housing 


Authority, І was employed for twelve years às an 
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engineer in planning. 

My purpose here tonight will be to give you 
some information about the streets, sanitary, storm 
and water systems, and to indicate to you the 
sections in the area that flood, locate generally 
the riparian land limits and to describe the general 
5011 conditions. 

First, I shall discuss the streets as shown 
on Exhibit Number 26, street conditions. 

Meeker Avenue consists of а thirty-three foot 
wide asphalt paved street, with a surface in fair 
to poor condition. Sidewalks on the southside are 
in fair condition. Sidewalks on the northside are 
in poor condition. 

The street is a two way artery, handling some 
3600 VPH at peak hours, except during a rain storm 
when it becomes impassable. This large volume of 
traffic cannot be handled properly by the existing 
street width and should be improved. 

Frelinghuysen Avenue consists of a seventy 
foot asphalt paved street, with a surface in poor 
condition. The sidewalks on both sides of the 
street are in poor condition. The street is a two 
way artery and was a major road into Newark prior 


to construction of Route 1. This street borders 
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the blight area on the east. Using the 196! Master 
Plan of the City of Newark, this street would be 
classified as a primary artery handling some 2400 VPH 
&t the intersection of Meeker Ayenue. At the inter- 
section of Frelinghuysen Avenue and Victoria Street 
the traffic volume 15 increased о. due to 
exit ramp of Route 22. This stméet handles over 
30,000 vehicles per day, according to the 1961 study, 
"Newark Transportation Study" prepared by the New 
Jersey State Highway Department, ~- 

East Peddie Street from Frelinghuysen Avenue 
to Elizabeth Avenue consists of a thirty-six foot 
wide asphalt paved street with a surface in poor 
condition. 

West Peddie Street from Elizabeth Avenue to 
Hillside Avenue consists of a forty-two foot wide 
asphalt paved street whose surface is in poor con- 
dition. This street borders on the northern side 
of the Blight Hearing Area. 

Elizabeth Avenue located north, south through 
the westerly portion of the Blight Hearing Area and 
according to the 1964 Master Plan of the City of 
Newark can be classified as a two way primary artery. 
This artery handles over 30,000 vehicles per day 


according to the 1961 "Newark Transportation Study" 
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prepared b the New Jedisy State Highway Department 
which department is now-known as the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation. The avenue consists 
of a fiftyitwo foot wide-asphalt paved street, with 
a surface, in fair to poor condition. The sidewalk 
on both sides of the avenue are in fair condition. 

Empire Street consists of a forty foot wide 
asphalt paved street with a surface in fair to poor 
condition. Sidewalks are in poor condition where 
there are sidewalks. This is a one-way artery 
primarily serving as an access road to the westerly 
ramp of Route 22. This street also serves as a 
collector road for Route 22, easterly exit ramp with 
its intersection of Victoria Street. This street is 
also crossed at grade by a spur of the Lehigh Valley 
Railroad. 

Victoria Street consists of a forty foot wide 
asphalt paved street with a surface in poor condition. 
This street is crossed at grade by a spur of the 
Lehigh Valley Railroad. This one-way artery handles 
at least 10,000 vehicles per day existing from the 
easterly ramp of Route 22 with its intersection of 
Empire Streat. 

Noble Street ‘consists of a two way forty foot 


wide asphalt paved street with a surface in fair to 
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poor condition. Тре sidewalks are in poor condition. 

Johnson Avenue consists of a ou MN thirty 
foot wide brick paved surface in fair condition. The 
sidewalks are in poor condition. 

Hillside Avenue consists of a one-way thirty 
foot wide brick paved surface in fair condition. 

The sidewalks are in poor condition. 

In addition to the streets being in poor con- 
dition and handling large volume of traffic, there 
is also the situation of dangerous intersections. 
These intersections are not normal intersections but 
intersections with bridge abutments. First one 
ОГ these intersections is at Frelinghuysen Avenue 
and Empire Street and the second at East Peddie 
Street and Frelinghuysen Avenue. These are blight- 
ing factors as defined in Paragraph (d) of tne 
State Statute. 

I would now turn your attention to Exhibit 
Number 27, Riparian Lands. What this map shows is 
the land now or formerly flowed by tidewater. This 
information was taken of a map entitled, "A Topo- 
graphical Map of the Counties of Bergen, Hudson 
and Essex with parts of Passaic and Union" dated 
1890. Title to these alleged Riparian Lands are 


claimed by the State of New Jersey. There are 
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approximately 44.8 acres of Riparian Lands in this 
Blight Hearing Area, which means that serious title 
problems may be involved. This is a blighting factor 


аз defined in Paragraph (e) of the State Statute. 


There are two local flood areas as shown on ` 
Exhibit Number 28, Flood Areas. ‘The first one at 
Frelinghuysen Avenue and Noble Street intersection 
and the second, at Meeker Avenue and the overpasses 
of Route 22 and Lehigh Valley Railroad. This flood- 
ing is definitely a blighting influence as defined». 
in Paragraph (e) of the State Statute. : 

Sewer and Storm System - The sewer systems “~*~ 
in this area are combined systems. This means that 
storm water as well as discharged waste water from 
buildings is treated and paid for by the city. Тһе 
subsurface utility maps as prepared by the Bureau 
of Streets in the Department of Public Works seem 
to indicate adequate amount of lines, however sizes 
of lines and separation of system would be beneficial 
since the average age of all the sewers located 
within the Blight Hearing Area are at least fifty 
years old. 

The Water Department of the City of Newark 
informed us that the average age of all of the water 


mains in this area are thirty years or older. x; 
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Soil Condition - General information of the 
soil condition in the area indicates that the sub- 
surface consists of sand, silts, clays and varying 
amount of gravel and boulders. Depth to bedrock is 
greater than fifteen feet. Depth of water table is 
six to ten feet below ground surface. These materials 
are deposits of a glacial outwash. The tidal marsh 
is located southeast of this Blight Hearing Area. 
The soil information is based on the 1951 Engineering 
Soil Survey of New Jersey. 

Based on the above statements such as streets 
layouts which restrict better utilization of land, 
combined storm and sanitary system, periodic floods 
which not only impede and restrict the movement of 
not only passenger vehicles, but fire, police, 
hospital and other service vehicles, the flood and 
backup of combined storm systems is a health hazard. 
These conditions with its faulty arrangement or 
design of streets and lack of proper sanitary sewer 
as well as flooding, are blighting conditions as 
defined in Paragraph (d) of the State Statute. The 
possible title rights to Riparian Land is blighting 
factors as defined in Paragraph (e) of the State 
Statute. 


There are two local areas as shown on Exhibit 
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Number 28, Flood Агеаз. May Iv have. nat marked? 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: The clerk will mark it 
Exhibit Number 28. : 

(Papers marked аз Exhibit Number 28.) 

COMMISSIONER IACOBUCCI: Mr. Samiec, you 
described in your summary, and you indicated, certain 
conditions with respect to the State Statute. You 
were reading off certain streets, and I wish you 
would edify me on your interpretation of the con- 
dition of these streets. If you want to compare 
them, if you want to talk about a broken sidewalk 
being deleterious and detrimental to the health and 
safety of the welfare of the community, or a broken 
street, how does that come into the traffic move- 
ments? I think if the Madam Secretary would read 
section D of the Statute, you would understand what 
I mean. I have it here in front of me, and that is 
why I am trying to have you focus some attention to 
that. I was trying to interpret it, and I don't see 
where I could АЕР it the way you do. 

It says here under Section D, "Areas, in- 
cluding slum areas, with vuilaihzs o improvements 
by reason of dilapidation, obsolescénce, overerowd- 
ing, faulty arrangement or design, lack of ventila- 


tion, light and sanitary facilities, excessive land 
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coverage, deleterious land use or obsolete layout, j 
or any combination of these or other factors are 
detrimental to the safety, health, morals or welfare 
of the community." t 

MR. SAMIEC: It is faulty arrangement and 
design. The faulty arrangement and design of streets 
in that area. The lack of proper widths, the com- 
bined sanitary sewers, which is all a health hazard. 
We have had many cases where the city was sued 
because of faulty sidewalks. It is a health hazard. 

COMMISSIONER IACOBUCCI: According to what 
you read off here, the City is in a helluva state. 
That part of the City is in a helluva state. And 
with respect to Mr. Friscia and all that, and I know 
he has no control over this because he is not in 
office that long, but I could not see for the life 


of me with all the 1 going out, 4 


for the city and the Model Cities, with all our in- 
spection divisions, how a situation could develop 
like that, and I could not blame the people that 

are bringing the suit against the city. This is a 
helluva condition for a taxpayer to be in, no matter ` 
whether he is in business or a land owner or a home- 
owner. This to me is an obnoxious report. I am 


talking now about the conditions set forth in the 
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reports. To me they arè obnoxious and I cannot see 
how they could get to that state of affairs, the 
broken streets and so forth. And because it is a 
broken street, is that an indication of a blight? 

I think that 15 picayune. 

MR. SAMIEC: What we are trying to do here is 
to present the facts as we investigated it in the 
past two weeks. It is the matter of decay in the 
Streets, the bad and poor condition of the sidewalks 
and those things. And whether it could be repaired 
and maintained, or whether the crew could not get out 
to repair it. You see, many streets in that area 
аге repaired, but as soon аз the weather changes, it 
gets torn up again. 50 it is not necessarily а 
condition that exists in that part of town. And I 
would not compare it with any other part of town, 
whether it is a newer section or not. 

COMMISSIONER IACOBUCCI: With respect to the 
sewers there it seems to me that the entire renewal 
project should be dedicated just to sewers, because 
I have lived in Newark since 1936 when I moved here 
from New York, and I could remember when I would be 
going down to Weequahic Park and at that time I had 
to swim across Meeker Avenue in the rain, and it is 


that way for over thirty years. And it seems to me 
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now that this whole project should be dedicated to 
this. And the policemen too, I have seen them go in 
there in rowboats to pull the people out of the cars 
in the rain. This has been an existing condition for 
over thirty years. 

MR. SAMIEC: And I would recommend that it can 
be corrected, and Director Friscia is indicating that 
the city is going to do that at the moment. 

COMMISSIONER HARRIS: Mr. Chairman, this is 
just a matter of record. I think it should be made 
very clear that the Council moved the resolution not 
too long ago to, in effect, authorize the city to 
begin to apply for federal funds that will do some- 
thing about the situation that exists down there, 
because we recognized the terrible condition there, 
and action has begun. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: It is so noted, Councilman 


Harris. 


(Dr. Ibrahim Elsammak comes forward.) 

DR. ELSAMMAK: My name is Ibranim Elsammak 
and I am a planning and urban renewal consultant. 
Т am $ure that most of you commissioners know me 
very well. For that reason, I would like to, in- 


stead of reading a statement of my qualifications, 


58 
I would like to just submit that in evidence. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: The clerk will mark that 
as Exhibit 29. 

(Statemeht of qualifications marked as 
Exhibit калод 29.) а 

DR. ELSAMMAK; Мг. Chairman and members of 
the Planning Board and Counéilman Harris, ladies and 
gentlemen, the area north of Weequahic Park, the 
subject of this PELA is an excellent example 
of how the past unguided and uncontrolled growth of 
the inertean communities has produced undesirable 
urban E | Perhaps one of the most important 
advantages in undertaking ürban renewal activities 
in such an area, is the unique opportunity it will 
afford the City in transforming this area to its 
best potential use and the creation of the urban 
environment for the wholesome and healthy living of 
the residents of the City. 

The previous testimony offered during this 
hearing has clearly illustrated the problems and 
shortcomings of the existing conditions in the area 
in question. There is no reason to dwell further 
on that. However, the questions we should attempt 
to answer are, what could be done to correct the 


past mistakes, and how to redevelop the area in 
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question to its maximum potential use for the 
benefit of the residents of the city of Newark. This 
maximum potential use does not necessarily mean the 
highest economic use, but rather the highest use 
environmentally speaking. 

While the answers to these questions might 
not be easy to find, yet the fact remains that we 
should at least make an attempt to define the basic 
facts that will affect the ultimate potential reuse 
of that area. This should be followed by evaluating 
these facts and try to come up with some basic 
guidelines for the future potential development of 
that area. It should be made very clear at this 
point that what is presented as the potential 
development concept is nothing more than an illustra- 
tion of what good logical concepts can achieve in 
creating the wholesome, healthy environment for 
urban living. And at this moment, I would like to 
just present the map before you, the potential 
development concept as presented here before you. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Mr. Elsammak, do you want 
that to be submitted in evidence? 

DR. ELSAMMAK: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: The clerk will mark that 


as Exhibit Number 30. 


a ur v 


60 


(Map is marked as Exhibit Number 30.) 

DR. ELSAMMAK: It is not a plan. It is merely 
the basis for further evaluation of the facts. A more 
detailed study of these concepts could only be ac- 
complished by the cooperative efforts of the citizens 
of Newark, and more particularly the residents of the 
area in question and its immediate surroundings, the 
Planning Board, the City Fathers, the Elected of- 
ficials and other interested individuals, organiza- 
tions and business who will be affected by any re- 
development process of the area in question. 

The area under consideration consists of 
approximately one hundred and twenty acres. Of this 
about twenty-five acres are occupied by major state 
and interstate highways presently under construction, 
about fifteen acres are occupied by railroad lines 
and yards. Іп other words, about one-third of the 
entire area 1s occupied by major public transporta- 
tion facilities, which crisscrosses the area in 
question, fragmenting it into several distinct 
parcels of land. 

It is obvious that these transportation 
facilities were superimposed on the area after it 
was mostly developed and therefore does not relate 


to the existing uses in it. Proper coordination 
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between these major transportation facilities and 

the existing uses of the land abutting them is 
lacking. Previous statements have clearly illustrated 
the other ills and blighted conditions in that area 
such as the mixture of land uses, conditions of struct- 
ures, fire hazards, lack of adequate public utilities 
and the severe flooding conditions. 

In addition to this, it is also quite apparent 
that the existing development in that area does not 
fully utilize the natural advantages that exist in 
its surroundings. The Meeker Avenue frontage, be- 
tween U.S. Highway 22 and Frelinghuysen Avenue 1s 
haphazardly developed with uses that do not relate 
to Weequahic Park located on the opposite side of 
Meeker Avenue. 

While on one hand we find a magnificent major 
pàrk, located within the City of Newark and contain- 
ing several active and passive recreational facilities 
with an attractive lake, with boating and fishing 
facilities, yet on the other hand, we find most of 
Meeker Avenue frontage facing Weequahic Park is not 
properly used to take advantage of such park for the 
benefit of the residents of Newark. Such an area, 
namely the Meeker Avenue frontage, should be properly 


redeveloped for residential purposes together with 
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the needed public services such as schools, neighbor- 
hood shopping and other related improvements. The 
use of Meeker Avenue frontage for residential pur- 
poses will complement and become an integral part of 


ай attractive residential community surrounding 


"Weequahie Park, similar to that on the westerly side 


of Elizabeth Avenue. 

Shopping. facilities to adequately serve the 
residential areas in the immediate surroundings is 
lacking.--Therefore, shopping facilities which could 
be located between U.S. Highway 22, Interstate High- 
way 78, presently under construction, and the Lehigh 
Valley railroad tracks could provide the sorely 
needed commercial shopping facilities to serve the 
residents of the surrounding areas. 

Within the area under consideration there 
exist several well established industrial and 
commercial facilities. These establishments are 
a valuable asset to the City of Newark. The re- 
development of this area should make it possible for 
these industrial and commercial establishments to 
remain in the area, to improve on their facilities 
and possibly expand in any abutting or adjacent 
properties that might become available from possible 


urban renewal activities. There is no doubt that 
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any future redevelopment-of the area under considera- 
tion would enable these valuable industrial and 
commercial Pont ea to improve their existing 
conditions and become a more valuable asset to the 
community. ; 

As could be seen from this generalized 
potential development concept for the area in 
question, the predominately industrialized portion 
Of the area can remain so, to provide the badly 
needed jobs for the citizens of Newark. The Meeker 
Avenue frontage facing Weequahic Park can be trans- 
formed to residential uses. The commercial areas 
can be limited to two sections, one bounded by U.S. 
Highway 22, Interstate Highway 78 and the railroad 
property, and the second bounded by West Peddie, 
Elizabeth Avenue and the highway right-of-way, west 
of Elizabeth Avenue. 

This concept while it is simply illustrated, 
explains the basic principles which could be followed 
in any future Sedes 10 А7 activities to be under- 
taken within the area in question. It identifies 
certain basic guidelines which could be followed to 
cure existing i118" and create a well coordinated 
urban environment for the benefit of the residents 


of the City. 
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This concept clearly illustrates how the ‘city 
can transform its liabilities to assets, taking! 
advantage of the natural attractive parks and ` 
recreational facilities and how the residents of 
Newark can be brought closer to such natural environ- 
ment at the same tíme providing the necessary areas 
for shopping facilities and places of employment. 
This concept would undoubtedly create an attractive, 
healthy urban environment for the people in the City 
of Newark to live, work and play. 

Thank you, gentlemen. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Are there any questions 
from the Board members? 

COMMISSIONER COCUZZA: Mr. Chairman, I want 
to compliment Dr. Elsammak. Your statement sounds 
encouraging. Therefore, will you implement your 
statement with a factual drawing revealing and 
indicating each parcel within the prescribed area? 

DR. ELSAMMAK: Мг. Cocuzza, at this time, 
this what you are asking me is what we will eventuall| 
be doing in the event this becomes an urban renewal 
project, and we will be doing that in detail.. What 
I am presenting here is a concept so that we will 
be aware of the facts, of the kind of thinking, that |. 


would go into the planning and the development of 
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this area. And it is not just simply a complete 
destruction or demolition of all the buildings. It 
is just a pattern ef how to adjust this area to the 
benefit of the community. But at this time and at 
this moment I am not ма ito answer this question, 
but I am sure if we Сета that into a project we 
will be glad to answer that in detail, and I am sure 
Commissioner Cocuzza that you will be aware of the 
fact that any plans, prepared by the development 
agency will be before you commissioners for your 
approval and consent. 

COMMISSIONER:COCUZZA: ‘Thank-you, Dr. Elsammak. 
You must realize that we are becoming more knowledg- 
able and we are growing up. We are aware of what 
nad transpired in the former blight hearings. There- 
fore, we too must take a different concept for the 
benefit of all of those present and those who may 
be represented. Therefore, I must ask if you will 
please furnish the Planning Board with such a map. 

Thank you. 

COMMISSIONER CAVICCHIA: Doctor, I refer you 
to Page 5 of your statement. On the top, where you 
state, "The commercial areas can be limited to two 
sections--", I must also consider the fact that 


we need more ratables-in the city, and the question 
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on-my mind now is whether these sections are large 
enough to-encourage private business to continue to 
come into Newark, to come into these areas, where 

they will be found. What is your answer to that? 

DR. ELSAMMAK: These areas, Commissioner, 
they are large enough for what we consider to be 
for neighborhood shopping facilities to serve the 
community immediately surrounding the area. Obviously 
they are not of a size that they are large enough to 
accommodate major department stores and the like. 
They are really able to service the residential 
community: around them. І could not give you the 
exact areas but they are approximately, about, seven 
acres apiece. So they are large enough to accommodate 
the type of a neighborhood shopping center. 

COMMISSIONER CAVICCHIA: I have no further 
questions, Mr. Chairman, at this time. 

COMMISSIONER HARRIS: Мг. Chairman, I would 
like to ask a question. I would like to know if he 
18 going to bring forth testimony to the fact, and 
particularly at this point, аз to whether or not 
they are going to show the amounts of ratables that 
we now collect as against the ratables that may be 
collected.in the future. Will that sort of testimony 


be’ introduced tonight? 
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CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Let's see if he has such 
testimony. Doctor? "а E 

DR. ELSAMMAK: To the best. of my knowledge, 
we are not presenting any testimony on behalf of the 
redevelopment agency as to the existing ratables or 
as to the future ratables.- Well, the existing 
ratables is probably easy to find out from the tax 
assessor's office. The future ratables are going to 
be subject to the size of the buildings, the type of 
buildings and so on. And, I think at this time, at 
this stage of the game when you are just at the 
beginning of a blight hearing, it is rather impossibli 
to really show that in detail to be factual or of 
any importance as far as we are concerned. But, I 
can assure you from my own experience in this field 
for many, many years that this kind of а plan would 
produce more ratables for the City of Newark than 
they are now collecting from the area in question. 

COMMISSIONER COCUZZA: Dr. Elsammak, you 
mentioned tax abatement, which is a wonderful device 
for a developer, but it does not help the. citizens, 
the property owners and the rent payers of this 
city. We should be helping them today, not thirty 
years from now. = 


DR. ELSAMMAK: Commissioner Cocuzza, I don't 
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recall that I mentioned the words tax abatement. I 
did not even mention that. But there is nothing 
at all that we mentioned about tax abatement, and 
tax abatement is under the jurisdiction of the City 
Fathers. If you don't wish to give ity ret don't naye 


to give it. ct 


CHAIRMAN. BRADLEY: А11 right, thank you!very- 


much Dr. Elsammak. 


(Director John P. Caufield, Newark Fire 
Department, comes forward.) 

DIRECTOR CAUFIELD: Mr. Chairman, Councilman 
Harris, members of the Board, my name is John P. > 
Caufield and I am the director of the Newark Fire 
Department and have been the director for nine years. 

I am a member of the International Associa- 
tion of Fire Chiefs, Eastern Fire Chiefs Association, 
National Fire Protection Association, New Jersey 
State Fire Prevention Association and Essex County 
Fire Prevention Association, I have participated 
as a speaker in various Fire Prevention and Fire- 
Fighting Seminars. 

Т was born and raised in Newark and am famil- 
jar with this area. My last personal inspection of 


this area was January 8, 1972. zh 
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In the last five years there have been 3,188 
fires in this area - 1,100 in buildings, 1,492 non- 
building and 596 in vehicles. 

In the past year there were three major fires 
in this area. 

Тре attached Exhibit Number 1 will indicate 
other serious problems in this project area. 

For many years this area has presented a very 
serious problem to the Fire Department following 
heavy rains. 

Since the Frelinghuysen Avenue area is only 
ten feet above sea level, any rain sustained over a 
long period or even sudden heavy rain storms, cause 
two to four feet of water to accumulate in these low 
areas. This sometimes causes flooding of cellars 
in adjacent buildings. 

Briefly a few of the situations CERT A 
Fire Department operations are: 

1. Response to apparatus to alarm locations. 

When Frelinghuysen Avenue around Meeker 
Avenue is flooded, Engine 19 is the only company 
having a direct response to the southern part of 
the City, where there are many factories and high 
rise apartment complexes. Other Engine Companies 


and Truck Companies must take a circuitous route 
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Interest Bulletin №. 323 is forwarded with this 
report (Exhibit 2). 

The above data does not take into consideration 
the danger and injuries to firemen, the hours of pumpe: 
operation, aerial and portable ladders raised, number 
of lengths of fire hose used, millions of gallons 
of water utilized, et cetera. Most of these are 
difficult to compute but they do materially in- 
crease the cost of fire protection for the people of 
Newark. 

Based on Fire Department statistics, the 
opinion of the Chief Officers of the Newark Fire 
Department, our Fire Prevention Bureau and my own 
personal knowledge and experience, this area we speak 
of is а very definite and serious fire problem and 
jeopardizes the lives not only of the people in this 
area but also those of all adjoining areas, and 
the condition is worsening day by day. 

The potential for a major conflagration in 
this area is ever present and constitutes a very 
serious problem for the Newark Fire Department. 

I have absolutely no hesitancy whatsoever in 
recommending that this entire area be declared 
blighted and those buildings not meeting standards 


be demolished as soon as possible. There is no 
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question but that this blight declaration and demo- 
lition would be in the best interest of the Citizens 
of the City of Newark. j 


Here is my statement. ta 


CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: . Will you mark that as 


Exhibit Number 31. 


(Statement of Director Caufield is marked 
as Exhibit Number 31.) 

COMMISSIONER CAVICCHIA: Mr. Director, at your 
convenience and at the convenience of your staff, I 
would appreciate it if you would make a copy of 
your statement and see that each member of this 
Board gets it. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: It is already taken care 
of. 

COMMISSIONER COCUZZA: Director Caufield 
mentioned 3,180 fires more or less within the pre- 
scribed area we are concerned with. 

Director Caufield, can you state approximately 
what percentage of that number occurred west of 
Elizabeth Avenue and east of Elizabeth Avenue? 

DIRECTOR CAUFIELD: I am not prepared at this 
time to do that. But I certainly can. 


COMMISSIONER COCUZZA: If you will, please. 


DIRECTOR-CAUFIELD: «East and west? 
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COMMISSIONER COCUZZA: East and west, yes. 
DIRECTOR CAUFIELD: I will be glad to. 


COMMISSIONER COCUZZA;* Within the area that 


ме are talking about. 


DIRECTOR CAUFIELD: Yes. 


COMMISSIONER COCUZZA; Thank you very much. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Do any other Board members 
have any questions? к. ! 

Along the lines of pet statement you said 
that there were fires in.1,100-residences and 1,492 
non-residences? 

DIRECTOR CAUFIELD: І did not say residential. 
I said buildings. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: And 1,492 were non-buildings 
did you say? 

DIRECTOR CAUFIELD: Yes. They would be 
rubbish fires. Just about anything else that happened 
brush fires and so on. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: And in the three major 
fires was there any loss of life? 

DIRECTOR CAUFIELD: No, there was no loss of 
life. 

COMMISSIONER IACOBUCCI: Director, how many 
industrial fires of major importance was there in 


this area, in the area of this particular report? 
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Were there any major industrial fires? 

DIRECTOR CAUFIELD: I don't know what they 
were. I am not prepared to say what the three were. 
My own personal recollection of that, sir, is that 
there was three, or more. 

COMMISSIONER IACOBUCCI: Three or more big 
fires? 

DIRECTOR CAUFIELD: Yes. 

COMMISSIONER IACOBUCCI: You say you had to 
take a circuitous route to reach these fires to avoid 
the flooding. Within the scope of the development 
of the plans, and of course I don't know what the 
plans of this area are, what they would entail, would 
you make sure that they would entail an avenue of 
ingress or egress so that you could'properly maintain 
the fire protection in the area? That is one of my 
main concerns in this matter. 

COMMISSIONER HARRIS: The question I am going 
to ask Mr. Caufield does not necessarily concern 
this hearing, but I feel obligated to ask him these 
questions. 

I am concerned with the fact that I have sat 
here and listened to testimony from the Housing 
Authority, and I am a little concerned, sitting here 


and being told about the existing conditions that 
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exist presently down there and particularly about so 
many violations, violations in terms of electrical 
violations. Is this not a responsibility of your 
department in terms of the violations that were È$ 
cited here? Aren't some of them under your Super- . 
vision? $ 

DIRECTOR CAUFIELD: Certainly not. The 
electrical violations are not. They come ираег the 
electrical department. But I could give you informia- 
tion as to how many violations we found there in the | 
last four years. 5 L 

COMMISSIONER HARRIS: Have the people Mo 
contributed to these violations, have they been 
properly served? 

DIRECTOR CAUFIELD: І would imagine every one 
of them has been. 

In 574 cases they were actually corrected. In 
the others they are court cases. I could tell you 
that in 1971 there were more cases than in any other 
years prior. 

COMMISSIONER CAVICCHIA: Director, in the 
immediate future do you and your department have any 
immediate plans in the capital construction program 
to improve the fire protection in that area? 


DIRECTOR CAUFIELD: What we are cohsidering 
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is relocating а Truck Company. That is, а hook and 
ladder company. It is badly needed, a hook and 
ladder company, down there, around Meeker Avenue. 

COMMISSIONER CAVICCHIA: Thank yoü. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Are there any other 
questions? Thank you, Director. 

Are there any other speakers or offers of 
testimony from the applicant? 

Is there any representative by the Newark 
Police Department here? 

Is the Traffic Engineer here? 

(No response.) 

The Chair will order a ten minute recess 


before hearing from the adversaries.) 


(At this point à recess takes place.) 


CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: This meeting м111 recon- 
vene. Once again, the Board is asking for objectors. 
Is there anyone else who wishes to speak in favor 
of the blight declaration? 

The Chair recognizes Mr. Shapiro, the 


Director of City Planning. 
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(Mr. Alfred Shapiro comes forward.) 

MR. SHAPIRO: Му name is Alfred Shapiro and 
I am the Planning Officer of the City of Newark. T 
wish to speak at this blight hearing for the Weequahic| 
Park Urban Renewal Proposal. 

You heard some rather specific and vivid 
descriptions of the conditions in and around the 
proposed development from a number of City agencies. 
They have spoken about the numerous problems which 
adversely affect the standard term, the public 
health, safety and welfare of this community. 

I should like to address my brief remarks 
basically as to how these problems might and should 
be overcome by the blight declaration and hopeful 
Subsequent renewal of the subject area. 

Let me just point out the obvious fact that 
the area has numerous potentials and it can be 
developed into a major housing, commercial and 
industrial area rejuveniated and with the finest and 
the best uses that can possibly be acquired. And 
what my specific remarks are that, as the different 
agencies have already pointed out the potential is 
there and more benefits can be achieved not only to 
the City of Newark but most particularly to the 


citizens of the entire South Ward community. 
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Now, you have heard about the great things 

that perhaps this area has and really the focal point 
and the major things in the area is the Weequahic 
Park. We have seen the developments in the last, 


almost ten years, of a very substantial amount of 


"new housing on the western side of the park. What 


this proposal I hope will achieve is an extension of 
that on even a great improvement over the kind of 
development along the northern side of that park. 

The existing area also had a number of very 
substantial and excellently maintained housing units 
in an area directly west of the subject area there. 
It is these housing units that have to be enhanced, 
and developed with the kind of housing which would 
compliment and enhance the existing housing and 
indeed improve the area, and there can be no better 
use I think than the proposal made, to wit, the 
housing on the northern end. 

Now, besides the obvious need for new housing 
in this area and I add it is not only in this area 
but for the entire city, because our housing re- 
sources are in great demand. We need thousands and 
thousands literally of new housing units in this 
area which would, I believe, supply a very important 


element in the great housing need. And let me also 
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point out that the market for housing in this area 
is an excellent one as we have seen from the almost 
thousand units that have been put up in the last 
few years in the area, both west and north of Wee- 


quahic Park. І have already indicated the need for 


str ng the entire thie Park area and I 
stress with that the importance of’ erecting new 
housing in terms of indicating to public and private 
investors that this is an area that theceity wants 
to specifically seleet for such improvement as а 
very important and a very positive effect upon those 
residential tenants. T 

One other point that has been mentioned, in 
passing, that should be in line, is that there is a 
need for tax ratables in the city, and I would hope 
that whatever proposal comes forward as a result of 
this site study that there will come into being and 
provide to the city those ratables that would be 
necessary to provide schools, community services and 
the entire range of municipal activities, not only 
again in the Weequahic area but indeed for the rest 
of the City of Newark. 

Now, you have also heard some discussion about 
the proposed commercial activities. Let me again 


point out to you that the major purpose of this 
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У I would iike to emphasize the last point. It 


relatively small but important undertaking is to 
better serve the housing activity that would be en- 
«gendered for the site as well again as to serve the 
те at large. And the same can and must be said| 
&bout the community facilities particularly about 
education and day care center and health facilities 
that we.hope will come about as a result of this 
proposal. And а final point again 1s what the 


potential is for industrial renewal and expansion. 


‘has been ‘pointed out that there are a number of very 
successful uses here. Now, it is my experience that 
the best qualifications for industrial development 
are those firms that are existing and ready and 
hopefully willing and able to expand. 

And if we give them the opportunity, and it 
can be done through renewal, to acquire land, to 
elicit and secure federal grants in aid, and State 
aid, so that the land can be purchased, so that the 
existing uses can be enhanced and developed, these 
are the kinds of things that will make the renewal 
of this area a great potential. And again, let me 
emphasize that word potential because I think that 
at this time, and to this commission, this Board, or 


may I emphasize the one fact that I know others did 
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not speak on; both residents of the area and the 
people who presently have businesses and activities 
within the renewal designation, that it is enormously 
important that whatever воез`оп in terms of official 
action, and this of course is the first of what would 
undoubtedly be many other phases of that official 
action, but any official action being undertaken with 
the complete understanding to begin with but even 
more importantly the complete cooperation of again, 
the residents and the people who have businesses 
and undertaking various economic functions in this 
area. 

And without that understanding and without 
that participation, this project or any similar one 
to this, can never be a satisfactory one in order 
to meet the needs of the community and of the City 
of Newark, and with that last comment I would thank 
you for your attention. 

COMMISSIONER COCUZZA: Mr. Chairman, the 
Planning Officer Mr. Shapiro, stated very clearly 
the need for many housing units, several hundred, 
and perhaps a thousand or more. I am wondering, and 
I am speaking to two people, the Planning Officer, 
Mr. Shapiro and Mr. Kelly, the representative of 


the Newark Housing Authority, if I may sir--thereis 


a unr oO 


so much vacant land in blighted areas upon which 
dwelling units can be erected, where the land had 
been vacant for many, many months. Why does not ' 


the Housing Authority turn over that unused land 


which is meant for housing to a proposed developer. 
of the area in question? I would like an answer, if 
I can get one, from Mr. Kelly. 2 

MR. SHAPIRO: Before Mr. Kelly does answer it, 
I agree with you that the Housing Authority as the 
prime agency undertaking renewal activities in thé 
City of Newark should answer it, but I would like à 
to point out a couple of very important points. ` 

I indicated very specifically the model in 
that area is a good one, and I think it is indeed 
obvious that it will indeed solve some of the 
problems that we do have in the City of Newark. Аз 
desirable, as necessary, as absolutely a part of it, 
are those housing units in the City of Newark. One 
of our greatest problems has been the securing of 
adequate, and I really underline that, not just 
housing but adequate housing development in the City 
of Newark. And that is a problem not only facing 
this city but indeed every major city in the country, 
and this is one of the points that I emphasize, as 


to the need of developing, in real concert with the. 
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community and with the people who are doing business 
there, and the residents of the area, to develop it, 
and I think one of the f E about the lack, not 
of housing as the previous speakers have indicated, 
but a great deal of housing. And have we had enough? 
And the answer clearly is not. We have not had 
enough. And the only time that we could say that 
there is really a sufficiency of housing in this 
city is when every citizen in the city is adequately 
housed. 

And the way to measure the inadequacy in 
housing and the way to measure what needs to be done 
is simply to look about you in every part of the 
city, including this, and see what needs to be done. 
There is an enormous amount. But on the other 
question, I would like to turn it over to Mr. Kelly. 

MR. KELLY: Commissioners, if I heard the 
question right, it is why doesn't the Housing Authorit 
not develop the vacant land in the City of Newark 
or turn it over to а redeveloper, is that your 
question? 

COMMISSIONER COCUZZA: Ти the blighted areas 
which have already been declared blighted, such as 
72 and others. 


MR. KELLY: Insofar as project 72 is concerned 
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we have in our housing council now а redeveloper making 
great strides and ready to go along on the rehabili- 
tation. You will have four projects up there start- 
ing very soon. The planning work I understand is 
all finished. The financing is-just about done. 

And we are ready to enter into ANRE with the 
redeveloper selected by the Newark Housing Council. 

Insofar as project 196 is-concerned, that 
belongs to the Newark College of Medicine and 
Dentistry in the State of New-Jersey, and it is now 
starting building operations. You do have a problem 
in the vacation of streets, and I understand that 
that is pretty well under way. So that that program 
will be out of the way and the college will be able 
$0 go ahead full speed, so that vacant land will be 
developed. 

We now go over to R-6, the land by Springfield 
Avenue, Belmont Avenue, Avon Avenue. A good deal of 
that is now developed. A good bit of that is planned 
to be developed, on Belmont Avenue from Avon Avenue 
right down to Springfield Avenue. 

As to the land that was obtained by the 
Housing Authority of the City of Newark for the 
State Highway, unfortunately after we spent millions 


of dollars, the State Highway decided that it was 
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inappropriate in that section to take it, and you 
probably read in yesterday's papers the terrible 
condition of highways in this particular area and 
in general in the State of New Jersey where we have 
fallen down to, I think it is, forty-eighth place 
now out of the forty-nine states with the woeful lack 
of programming the highways. And that is why the land 
in R-6 has not been developed. 

We cannot give it to a developer because the 
State may claim it, but we have asked for a confer- 
ence with the governor to see if we cannot reclaim 
that land and give it over for redevelopment. We 
have people who would like to go in and redevelop it. 

Certainly we want housing. We note that the 
City of Newark needs it and we want to put up good 
decent housing. But bear in mind that all the vacant 
land does not belong to the housing authority. 

COMMISSIONER HILL: Mr. Chairman, would you 
please instruct the commissioners on the Central 
Planning Board and inform them that we were instructed 
by the council to hold a blight hearing concerning 
the Weequahic Park area and not go into urban renewal. 
There are many people here tonight who want to be 
heard. The hour is now 10 o'clock and they ауе to 


go to work tomorrow. Please ask them to stick to the 
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issue. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: I will direct the Board 
members to stay within the specific area that we have 
been called to hear tonight, and that is on the 
blight declaration. 

Again, for the clarification of the ааг ой 
this Board, is there anybody here that would address 
this Board and answer the question as to how а blight 
declaration could improve the flooding condition : 
that we heard so much about? Is there any An of 
the department that could answer that? 

(There is no response.) 

Mr. Kelly, did you want to speak on this? 

The specific question is, 1f а blight declaration 
was declared, what advantage would there be to the 
flooding condition of this area? 

MR. KELLY: May I take the converse of that 
and say if, and that is a big if, the Planning Board 
feels that this is a blighted area and renders that 
determination so that it becomes a project, then and 
in that event, the city would have to put in the 
new sewers to separate the waste and the water lines, 
whatever it is, and it is quite likely that the 
federal government would grant the city a substantial 


percentage of the cost of putting in the. sewer lines 
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to rid the city of the flooding, and that cost to the 
city would be reduced in that the percentage would be 
the.non-cash grant in aid, which the city will other- 
wise have to pay its share of the improvement. So 
that it would benefit the city greatly and it would 
undoubtedly benefit the entire area. 


CHAIRMAN-BRADLEY: Thank you, Mr. Kelly. 


Qr. Eliot Moorman comes forward.) 

MR. MOORMAN: My name is Elliot Moorman and 
I am the president of Carmel Towers Tenants Associ- 
ation. 

Mr. Chairman and members of the Planning 
Board and residents of the community, I am speaking 
on behalf of four hundred рО of the newly 
constructed building on the corner of Elizabeth 
Avenue and Meeker Avenue, Carmel Towers. Ме believe 
that we share a two-fold uniqueness especially under 
the terms of this blight declaration. 

First, we are the largest single group of 
residents in the area in question, and secondly, we 
have the unique position of living in a uniquely 
constructed building much of the thought proposed by 


the proposed developer. 


Ме, along with other residents of Newark, 
are aware of the lack of sufficient number of housing 
units in Newark as well as the type or quality which 
we would all hope to have. And this Е of 
the acute shortages of Newark housing prompts:ts:to 
speak on the question of a blight declaration. 

We are not opposed to any plan or program that 
would seek to provide better and a higher quality of 
housing for Newark residents. We are however, opposed 
to any plan or program or series of events,/or 
activities, that would tend to exclude the input on™ 
the environment of the community in the determination 
of the kind, what nature and what quality of housing 
could be built in the proposed area. 

We live in a building that was constructed 
this past year. It is a building that we are con- 
vinced is structurally deficient, provides inadequate 
maintenance and security, is insufficiently furnished 
that provides a very low measure of off-street park- 
ing, off-street parking crucially needed for the 
entire area, and we are victims of the flooding and 
other conditions that the previous seekers have 
alluded to. 

Therefore, we are appearing tonight to serve 


notice to the members of the Planning Board.and to 
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the community-at-large that we do not intend to &llow 
the same kind of construction to be our gain in this 
particular area. We do not intend to allow other 
Newark residents to be victims of what we consider 
to be improper, inadequate, unsafe housing. 

It is our intention to support and assist in 
any plan or any activity that would reduce the 
housing vacancy in Newark, and we intend to provide 
more adequate and safe housing, but we do not intend 
to stand by and allow a developer who has consistentl 
and traditionally developed in the Weequahic area to 
construct another Carmel Towers or another Zion 
Tower. 

It is our intention then to place before the 
Planning Board our sincere conviction that whatever 
happens to the area once it is declared blighted, 
and we are supporters of efforts to do so, but that 
whatever happens after that stage must involve the 
residents of the blighted area in a way that they 
have not been involved in before. 

We are specifically interested in discussing 
residents input in the designing of the sections, 
the residents input in the nature of the educational 
facilities that are proposed, the commercial facili- 


ties, the school facilities, the recreational facili- 
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ties, and we are unalterably in support of а plan of 
relocation, payments on assistance that would cause 
the minimal amount of inconvenience and discomfort 
both to the residents of the area and to the commer- 
cial facilities already existing. 

I-guess that what we are saying in short, 
Mr. Chairman and members of the Planning Commission, 
is that we are anxious and interested in working 
with whatever groups or proposals that are brought 
forth that will, more than substantially, will de- 
finitely involve the members of the community. We 
are talking specifically about community residents 
sponsoring the proposed buildings in à non-profit 
situation. We are talking about an entirely differ- 
ent situation from that which we are now faced with. 
And I could speak frankly when I say this, that the 
residents of the latest building to be built in the 
area are seriously concerned that their experiences 
not be the experiences of other Newarkers who are 
very anxious and very much in need of quality and 
inexpensive housing. 

We therefore, urge that we think that, the 
steps of a blight declaration are of primary import- 
ance, and we appear tonight to make our convictions 


known to all of you, that no longer, especially in 
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an area that provides the most potential form of 
growth and development we think, in the Newark area, 
that we no longer are going to be content to allow 
others who may not reside in the area to make 
decisions as to what happens in the area, and in 
that capacity, we offer ourselves and other groups 
in the Weequahic area, our assistance and our counsel 
in the determination of what happens to it, but at 
the same time, and this is of primary importance, 
we feel that no housing, and I repeat, no housing, 
will be constructed in the area unless at is of a 
thought and nature that we feel Newark needs. 

We don't feel that we could be satisfied with 
anything else. 

Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Do any of the commissioners 
have any questions? 

COMMISSIONER CAVICCHIA: Have you prepared a 
copy of your statement for each member of the Board? 

MR. MOORMAN: I am sorry, I have not prepared 
my remarks, but I will be glad to do $0, however. 

COMMISSIONER CAVICCHIA: I would be very 
appreciative if you would do so. 


CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: This entire hearing із 


being taken down by a stenographer who will prepare 
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all the documentation. 


Mr. Moorman, have you any documentation that 
you want to present as evidence? 

MR. MOORMAN: We have no exhibits. Our main 
point was to make the feeling and the sentiment of 
the community known to you. It is not a question 
of fact and figures. It is a question of what ме 
want done. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Аз is customary, at the 
end of this hearing, the Board will be open to anyone | 
who wishes to subdit dosusentation, апа йе will Kiva |: 
you a period of time within which to submit it. So 
if you wish to present anything, this Board will be 
willing to accept it. 

I want you to know that all the plans will 
have to come back to this Board for approval, and 
this Board will see to it that there is a lot of 
community involvement in this. 

COMMISSIONER CAVICCHIA: Will these minutes 
be available to each and every member of this Board, 
Mr. Chairman? 


CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Yes, they will be. 


(Mrs. Ida Best of 329 Elizabeth Avenue, 


comes forward.) 


aA € Boo 


93 

MRS. BEST: Ladies and gentlemen of the 
Central Planning Board of the City of Newark, 
friends and neighbors. Today I'adádress you in be- 
half of myself and my neighbors аз property owners 
and bonafide residents in the City of Newark. © It 
has been brought to our attention, as of January T, 
1972, that certain properties located within the 
South and East Wards, specifically those bounded by 
Frelinghuysen Avenue, West and East Peddie Streets, 
Johnson Avenue, Hillside Avenue, Watson Avenue and 
Meeker Avenue, more or less make'a perimeter of a 
square, is being recommended today to be classified 
or deemed as a blighted area. 

We understand that should this stigma be 
placed upon this area, it will be condemned along 
with all the buildings and dwellings thereon. We 


that as а area the property 


values will drastically drop. This in turn will 
make it very difficult for the relocation of the 
present property owners. ‘Those of us left on the 
other perimeter own the properties which are crossed 
by the right-of-way 78, they are few in number but 
those left are in good repair, both inside and out. 
And all meet the criterion test of homes in Newark 


that are fifteen years or moré-old; And all of the 
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buildings, except three, are one to three family 


houses. Most of them are homes where owners live on 


the premises, and they have occupied these dwellings 


for more than twenty years. All of them that is, 


éxcept myself, and I have been there only eleven 


years. 
We have put lots of labor and blood and sweat 


and tears into our homes, and we do not wish to have 


them classified as blighted. There are a few homes 
standing,’ suehias 369 Elizabeth Avenue, 371 Johnson 


Avenue, 373--273 that is, 275 and 277 Hillside Avenue 


that to the best of our knowledge are properties of 
the highway which are in the process of being de- 


molished. And none of us are at an age anymore 


where we can readily purchase new homesites, nor 


would we be content or happy in a new apartment. 
We do not see that our homes are an eye sore 


or that they are substandard, unsafe; unsanitary, 


dilapidated or obsolete or that they are lacking in 


light and space or are not conducive to wholesome 


living or in any мау are social or economic liabili- 


ties to the community or to the municipality. And 


to impose upon them large high rises is not conduc- 


ive to a happy living or to а social home life. 


We do not request the necessity of blight in 
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this area. We do not wish to stand in the way of 


progress but we do not see where progress should be 
made at the expense of the small homeowners, which 
15 the very core of our community life. And we do 
not come here for special favors or consideration 
but fairness on behalf of those involved when you 
are making the decision here tonight. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Mrs. Best, are you submitting 
that as your documentation? (Indicating papers) 

MISS BEST: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Тһе clerk will mark that 
аз Exhibit 32. 

(A number of papers in petition form are 
marked as Exhibit 32.) 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Are there any questions 
by the members of the Board? 

COMMISSIONER CAVICCHIA: Miss Best, I want to 
thank you very much for appearing here tonight. What 
is your address? 

MISS BEST: 329 Elizabeth Avenue. 

COMMISSIONER CAVICCHIA: Where is that? 

MISS BEST: That is very near Hawthorne 
Avenue. 

COMMISSIONER HILL: I would like to ask one 


question. Are these houses included in the area 
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under question? 

MR. CHRANEWYCZ: 329 is not in it. 329 I 
believe is not in the project area. 

COMMISSIONER COCUZZA: 325 to 331 are four 
buildings which are immediately south of Hawthorne _ 
Avenue, on the west side of Elizabeth Avenue. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: That is Exhibit A. 

MR. CHRANEWYCZ: Yes, that exhibit contains 5 
cards on each structure within the area. : 

COMMISSIONER HILL: For the record, I would 7 
like to note that the members of the Planning Board 
made an inspection of the properties which she 
described. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: It is so noted. And the 
Chairman will inform Miss Best that we are giving 
you the opportunity to submit ahything you want to 
us, so if you wish to submit a dist of specific 
houses in the area, the Board will be glad to accept 
it and evaluate it. 

COMMISSIONER HARRIS: I would like to call 
Mr. Kelly back tonight in view of the fact that he 
is the counsel for the Housing Authority. 

(Mr. Kelly comes forward.) 

COMMISSIONER HARRIS: Mr. Kelly, as counsel 


for the Housing Authority, what is the posture of the 
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Housing Authority when it comes to a situation 


similar to this where homeowners are concerned with 
their properties, what is the history in the dis- 
position of properties in such cases? 

MR. KELLY: То go into the Sociological phase 
if I may, the Housing Authority does not like to 
uproot anybody from what 1s далей their home, but 
if in the overall picture there is to be benefit to 
the entire area, and аз ey. say in the law, someone 
must suffer, we endeavor to reduce that suffering to 
a minimum. Insofar as the value of the house is 
concerned, we have always given more than the fair 
market value. Ву fair market value, we mean that 
which a willing buyer would give to a willing seller, 
neither being forced to sell or buy. 

We realize that it is rough to put anybody out 
of a home and we try to soften the blow as much as 
we can. : 

COMMISSIONER HARRIS: І am somewhat concerned 
because of the fact that, as Miss Best indicated 
here, some of the homeowners are of an age where 
they would not like to begin taking on another 
mortgage, and I think back to а struggle we have 
had with you on the medical situation and that was 


one of the points'of contention, because of the fact 
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that people being uprooted and it constituted а major 
problem because of the age and the acquiring of new 
homes at such a late stage in life. 

1 think that somewhere along the line the 
government is going to have to look at itself in 
terms of these problems, in addressing itself to 
these problems, because it is certainly unfair when 
persons reach a certain age and put their life 
earnings into acquiring these properties for them- 
selves to be ultimately told that now we give you 
X number of dollars, go out and find another house. 

Don't you think that the time is here now 
for the government to take that sort of a posture, 
because I don't want to see another situation as we 
have had in the medical college project. But I 
would think the Housing Authority--and I don't know 
just what powers you have--but we do have to do 
something about the situation, and we got the begin- 
ning now to do something about it. 

MR. KELLY: The government has, and through 
the Housing Authority, has done considerably more 
than has been done in the years gone by. No one is 
ousted from his home. We have a relocation depart- 
ment that will take these people long before we are 


getting ready to buy, and they would take them 
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around the city to Show them places, in an endeavor 


to soften the blow as I said before. 

COMMISSIONER HARRIS: І regret to say this, 
Mr. Kelly, but the relocation as far as housing is 
concerned, has not been favorable. And, in no way am 
I going to permit those remarks to enter into our 
determination, ladies and gentlemen, but that is my 
own opinion. 

The history of the Housing Authority, the 
relocation office, has been what I consider unfavor- 
able, because I don't think they have been too 
successful in relocating people, and I am thinking 
of families and the situation we have had with the 
medical college project. 

MR. KELLY: І regret to hear that because we 
have people from the Philadelphia office of HUD, 
skilled in relocation, and they came up to Newark, 
and they were with our people for months, and it 
inereased our relocation department approximately 
five times its original size, so that nobody would 
be without care when it came to relocation. The 
program is complete and we have done everything 
possible that could be done to alleviate the suffer- 
ing. But I respect your thoughts in the matter. 


COMMISSIONER HARRIS: Well, that is my opinion, 
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Mr. Kelly. And there is а dynamic person in the 


office now who is one of the expert heads of the 


Housing Authority, and I imagine she has somewhat 


of a bad taste about the relocation, because I think 
back of that particular problem, and I am thinking 
back to the fact that we had to bring direct action 
to get some people relocated, because there was а 
tendency at that time to forget that people were out 


looking for houses, looking for homes. It is not а 


good taste. And this is the history. And I know 


the history because I was involved in the situation 


for about two years. 
MR. KELLY: May I say that while I am in 
housing, I am willing to work with you or with any- 


body else to change the history. I stand willing to 


do it. 
CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Thank you, Mr. Kelly. 
COMMISSIONER CAVICCHIA: Mr. Chairman, you 
made a suggestion before that the people in the 


audience could submit statements and so forth for 


the record. I am afraid that somebody might leave 
before this thing is over, so would you give these 


people a time limit so that they could submit these 


documents. 


CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Yes. We will accept 
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documents until January 24 which is the date of our 
next meeting. 

x : COMMISSIONER CAVICCHIA: That is January 24th. 
So that ar anyone in the audience wants to submit 


doeuments.for our record, you have until January 24. 


(А Mr. Drinkard comes forward.) 

MR. DRINKARD: I would like to ask a question. 
This gentleman says he came into the area and that 
all houses were substandard, and I think he has a file 
of all the houses there. I would like to know when 
was he in these houses, because I don't think that 
I live in a substandard house. 

He said that all the houses were listed in that 
stack of cards there, and he said they were all sub- 
standard. i 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: No, that is not the informa- 
tion that I have. He said all the houses that are 
listed, and 20 percent shows substandard. We have 
here that he stated 20 percent of the houses are sub- 
standard. 

MR. DRINKARD: Would we be included in that 
20 percent? 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: I am not sure which houses 


are included. 
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MR. DRINKARD: Well, this gentleman said the 
houses were, and I would like to know what houses, 
because he has never been in-my house, and I live at 
274. 
COMMISSIONER HILL: We have a пар showing the 


houses that were blighted and where they are. І 


think we have a map on it. We could get that out 


and show it to him. 


m 


CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: That would be Exhibit 1. 

COMMISSIONER IACOBUCCI: E think he said 
something about nine buildings were substandard and 
I think he listed 277 Johnson =. 275 and 273 
Johnson Avenue. 

MR. DRINKARD: Then I misunderstood him. 

COMMISSIONER IACOBUCCI: You must be in one 
of the nine buildings that were considered sub- 
standard. 

MR. DRINKARD: My address is 274. Then I 
misunderstood him. But I would like to know if it 
is deficient, because as far as the houses on our 
street is concerned, and there are four houses that 
I know of, they are well kept and they are not below 
substandard in any manner. And no one has ever been 
inside to see what they look like, because they all 
look nice on the outside. зо they should come inside 
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when they say it is substandard. 

COMMISSIONER HILL: І could see the map from 
here, and there is only one parcel of property there 
that was classified as substandard. | 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Again, for the record we 
will evaluate each individual card and we will in- 
vestigate the areas that we wish to, ourselves. We 


will take each individual card and check the houses 


ourselves. 


(Mr. Louis Ruprecht of 605 Broad Street, 
Newark, comes forward.) 

MR. RUPRECHT: Councilman Harris, Mr. Chair- 
man and members of the Central Planning Board, I am 
here representing the Lehigh Valley Railroad Company 
and I would like to spread upon the record a letter 
written by the Director of Real Estate and Industrial 
Development, dated January 14, 1972, and directed to 
the City Clerk and the members of the Central Plannini 
Board of the City of Newark. 

In addition to the contents of this letter, I 
reserve the right to make some factual showing after 
this hearing tonight, апа I think it may take more 
than the one week permitted by the Board. What we 


would hope to do would be to get some facts and 
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figures for the Board that would support the content- 


ion of the railroad that various customers utilizing 
the services of the Lehigb Valley Railroad in this 
potential blight area are not in faét within the 
definition of blighted condition. 

Back to the letter, the letter reads as follows- 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: (Interrupting) Counselor, 
before you start, as advised by our counsel who is 
present, we will extend that to а period of ten days. 
This has been the precedent of the Board before. You 
have been notified prior to this and we could sympa- 
thize with the residents and the laymen who have 
problems, but we really cannot sympathize with a 
corporation who has had ample time. 

MR. RUPRECHT: The letter reads as follows: 

"Gentlemen: 

"This is in regard to Public Notice dated 
January 7, 1972 wherein this Company, as an interested 
property owner within the Weequahic Park Urban Re- 
newal Area, is advised of the public hearing to be 
held in the Municipal Council Chambers at City Hall, 
Newark, New Jersey, on Monday, January 17, 1972 at 
1:00 p.m. to hear property owners involved in your 
determining if the area described in your notice 


should be declared a blighted area as defined in 
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Chapter 187 of the New Jersey Laws of 1949, as amended. 

"The Lehigh Valley Railroad Company is appreci- 
ative of the efforts of the City to improve all areas 
With better housing and all programs that tend to 
create better living conditions for the citizens of 
Newark; we respectfully request that your plan, which 
would appear to include railroad property used for 
railroad-operating purposes only, be excepted and 
excluded from the plan, and further that any rail- 
served properties within the area be similarly ex- 
cepted and excluded. 

"Any further loss of rail revenues will have а 
decided effect on our ability to come out of reorgani-| 
gation which, as you know, we filed for under Section 
77 of the Bankruptey Act in July, 1970, and in this 
connection your attention 18 called to Paragraph 10, 
Page 12 of Order No. 1 of the District Court of the 
United States for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania 
providing that - 

"all persons and all firms and corporations, 
whatsoever and wheresoever situated, located or 
domiciled, hereby are restrained and enjoined from 
interfering with, seizing, converting, appropriating, 
attaching, garnisheeing, levying upon, or enforcing 


liens upon, or in any manner whatsoever disturbing 
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any portion of the assets, goods, money, deposit 
balances, credits, choses in action, interests, rail- 
roads, properties or premises belonging to or in the 
possession of Debtor as owner, lessee, or otherwise... 
...е$ cetera... .. 

"Please take notice that Lehigh Valley Rail- 

road Company herewith files written objections to 
the allegation that the Railroad land included in 
the boundaries specified in your notice of January T; 
1972 in the City of Newark is a blighted area under 
the terms and provisions of New Jersey Statutes 
Annotated, 40:55-21.1 et seq. 

"Lehigh Valley Railroad Company objects to 
the inclusion within а blighted area of any Lehigh 
Valley Railroad Company property owned or used by 
it and contends that none of these properties are 
blighted. 

"The Railroad further objects to the inclusion 
in the blighted area of any property owned or used 
by it on the ground that the Railroad 15 a public 
utility and furnishes services for public use which 
it is entitled to furnish under the 1ам and none of 
the property owned or used by it is blighted as de- 
fined and provided in New Jersey Statutes Annotated, 


40:55-21.1 et seq. Further, the designation of any 
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of the Railroad's property or use of property as 
blighted would be unconstitutional and & determina- 
tion to that effect would be arbitrary; capricious ; 
and unsupported by facts or law, as well Se any i 
other grounds that may be hereafter shown dà d т 
established. endo 

"Kindly serve a copy of your determinations 3 
upon Lehigh Valley Railroad Company by es Mie upon } 
our General Counsel, R.D. Lalanne, 466 Lexington 
Avenue, New York, New York, 10017, as well as upon 
the undersigned." ij 

This is signed by L.M. Noseworthy, Director 
of Real Estate and Industrial Development, at 425 
Brighton Street, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Counselor; I will direct 
our counsel to answer that request. 

MR. ВОТНЕВ: ТГ you will present us with any 
injunctions that you feel bears on this subject and 
further if you are willing to prepare a brief out- 
lining any statutory basis for our excluding the 
railroad property from this, the corporation counsel’ 
office will consider it and so advise this body. 

MR. RUPRECHT: I will do so. I would like 
this body to realize that our concern is not only 


with the property that is owned by the railroad, but 


B 
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also the property which is presently owned by customers 
of the railroad. 5 

I notice on some of the proposed uses that 
there is а so-called upgrading of this area intended. 
But no one would know when that would be, no one 
knows what it would entail, and certainly the rail- 
road has no guarantee whatever that the proposed 
а would be any use that would utilize the 
services of the railroad. 

The railroad is in dire financial straits. 
There are several customers in this area which con- 
tribute substantially to the revenues of the company, 
and it is for this that they are primarily concerned. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Are there any questions 
by the members of the Board? 

(No response.) 


Thank you. 


(Mr. John Taliaferro of 477 South llth Street 
comes forward.) 

MR. TALIAFERRO: Members of the Board, I am 
here representing really several community groups. 
I am vice-president of the Model Citizens Group. I 
am the assistant chairman of the Relocation Review 


Board. I am also the president of a block club on 
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South llth Street in Newark. 

The people that I represent are concerned 
about several things that pertain to this hearing 
tonight. I have heard the reasons for this area 
being blighted. One was clogged sewage. As long as 
I have been in Newark, that area has always been a 
clogged area once it starts to rain. And we have 
a problem with people that come and file at this 
late date using clogged sewage as a reason for 
declaring the area blighted. 

The same thing goes for the broken sidewalks, 
as someone mentioned. Someone else mentioned that 
the cause of these situations was bad planning. Well, 
we leave no argument with that. 

Now, I also understand that a portion of this 
area will'cost the use of some of the park area land 
in that area. Well, everybody I know in Newark is 
against using any park area for redevelopment pur- 
poses. 

I am also concerned with the relocation in 
that area. From my past experience, and the council- 
man spoke on this before, when people, or companies, 
come into town and they decide to redevelop an area, 
they promise the people in the area anything to get 


their plans through, but once those plans are passed 
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they seem to forget their promises that they made to 
the community. 

I am also concerned with low income families. 
What is going to happen to the low income families? 
How do you relocate low income families? As I men- 
tioned before, I am the vice-chairman of the Reloca- 
tion Board. We find that all agencies or groups have 
a particularly hard time relocating a large family 
in the City of Newark. So we are concerned about 
this. 

As far as the area being blighted, we have no 
problem with the area being blighted but we do have 
а problem when someone else decides to redevelop an 
area in Newark that directly affects the lives of 
everybody in the City of Newark. And what do I mean 
when-I say it affects the lives of the people of 
Newark? There was a newspaper article last year that 
stated that most of the millionaires in this country 
do not pay any income taxes. And when you start 
talking about spending federal and state money, you 
are talking about the small persons that go to work 
on an hour-to-hour basis. And for this reason we 
feel that we need to be involved in the planning of 
whatever happens in Newark, especially when it comes 


to creating dwelling units. We don't need more 
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expensive dwelling units where only the upper class 
can afford them. What we need is a portion of these 
dwelling units at least to be prepared for low income 


families. i 

So what I am saying here, ládies and gentlemen, 
is that the problems that have been apiid about by 
most of the people that I have been following, they 
do exist. The community is aware that they exist. 
We are only saying that we must and we viu beda- 
volved in the planning of Newank. Not only in this 
particular area but henceforth any area that is 
going to be redeveloped in Newark: The community is 
going to be involved. 

And another reason why we feel that the 
community should be involved 4s because in a recent 
happening we know that the federal and state govern- 
ment looks favorably upon proposals which include 
involvement and input of community groups, and we 
would not like to stand by and watch the federal and 
state governments refuse monies to go into Newark for 
the lack of citizens participation. It is very easy 
for people to get up and knock a program, but I am 
firmly believing that when you knock а program you 
should have something to substitute for it. 


The community has quite a féw groups, develop- 
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ment groups, who have programs and plans to help with 
the redevelopment of Newark. The only problem 18 
that they don't have the land to do it with. And we 
have here seventy-seven acres of land that is supposed 
to be redeveloped in the City of Newark. We feel 
that some of that land can be redeveloped by ue 
groups. We feel that all of that land can be replanne¢ 
with the participation of the community. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Are there any questions by 
the members of the Board? 

COMMISSIONER CAVICCHIA: Mr. Taliaferro, I 
think I misunderstood you and I would just like to 
ask you something about the statement you made. You 
mentioned, in the opening of your good remarks, that 
some park land from Weequahic Park might be taken. 
Did I hear you correctly, sir? 

MR. TALIAFERRO: Yes, I was under that im- 
pression. 

COMMISSIONER CAVICCHIA: May I state for the 
record and also for the members of the audience that 
the Weequahic Park as you know is a part of the 
Essex County Park Commission. The Park Commission 
has nothing to do with this and we have nothing to 
do with taking that land. That is part of the County 


of Essex, and the Weequahic Park land 43 not planned 


a ua v 


25 


113 
for redevelopment. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Аз a point of order and for 
the record, and Mr. Taliaferro is e of this, this 
Board has no plans at this time, and ‘again when we _ 
come to the stage of planning, this Board will become 
involved in seeing to it that the community has a 
voice in it. 

MR. TALIAFERRO: Thank you. 

COMMISSIONER IACOBUCCI: Оп any area which thé 
parks are involved in, the federal government, will 
take the steps that are necessary, as you see with 
the bridge that goes through Branch Brook. Park, the 
extension of the highway, the East-West Fréeway that 
comes under Green Acres or something of that kind, 
but the federal government sets the guidelines for 
that. And they don't touch the parks. So in this 
particular case there is no park lands involved. 

MR. TALIAFERRO: Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Мг. Taliaferro, do you have 
any tangible evidence that you wish to submit to the 
Board as an exhibit? 

MR. TALIAFERRO: Not right now, no, I don't. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: I suppose you are aware 
that there is a ten day extension if you wish to do 


so. 
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MR. TALIAFERRO: Thank you. 


(Mr. Michael Grier of 440 Elizabeth Avenue, 
comes forward.) 

MR. GRIER: І represent the Black Planners 
Network of Newark. Mr. Chairman and ladies and 
gentlemen of the Board, I appear in behalf of the 
Black Planners across the country who have been 
effected by the Urban Renewal Blight hearing and 
also the transportation business, the State Trans- 
portation Department. In the history of Newark, 


there has been quite a situation of, let's say, 


agencies, with General Green, as 
far as getting ahead in the past with blight hearing 
issues like the medical school and the transportation 
department of which I now understand is unprogrammed 
on Route 78 and others. 

Last Sunday, as you could see in the papers, 
it said where New Jersey is forty-seventh in build- 
ing its highways. Now a long time ago we were in 
this area in question and there was a lot of people 
living in the area, and they were uprooted because 
of the highways and urban renewal, and they lost 
their properties at that time. The black people 


just became middle class then. And they went into 
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that area and they lost them because of urban renewal 
and transportation. It is a very serious thing now 
in this area, andithe question is whether it is 
going to be declared blighted, and if it is declared 
blighted, it is a necessity that the residents of 
that area be included on the decision making. 

Miss Best and Mrs., I believe it 1s Drinkard 
of that area, I believe that they are insisting upon, 
and since I am algo а resident of that area, in 
Carmel Towers, and the tenants association I believe, 
they are insisting that 46148 of the utmost import- 
ance that the citizens be included on the decision 
making in planning. Also, as far as the design 
criteria and the type of huildings that are to be 
there, and so on. 

I feel that it is the responsibility of the 
Planning Board and this Newark Housing Authority 
$0 insure that the citizens get a clear and distinct 
role in such planning. 

I thank you. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Are there any questions 
by the Board members? 

COMMISSIONER CAVICCHIA: May I ask you а 
question, Mr. Grier? 


Mr. Grier, with respect to your community 
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participation and with what you want in the building, 
the Planning Board does not have апу jurisdiction аз 
to that. ‘That is dependent upon the plans that are 
submitted by the developer &nd with the acceptance 
by the different financial agencies et cetera. So 
whatever gripes you have about that, that will have 
to be taken up with the developer. We are only here 
for a declaration of plight, so any remarks along 
those lines will have to be taken-up with the develope: 

MR. GRIER: I am also~concerned with the 
concept of blight too, because this area would not 
have been created E other areas were not declared 
blighted and people moved in there. Because I once 
lived on Watson Avenue and I had many girlfriends 
there, and now it is all over with, you know. So 


I am very much concerned about it. 


(Mr. Henry Amador comes forward.) 

MR. AMADOR: Ladies and gentlemen, I am the 
Newark representative to the New Jersey State Con- 
vention of Puerto Ricans and I am also the director 
of Community Affairs in the Vocational School 
serving the Spanish speaking people, and а member of 
the Newark Housing Tenants Association. 


I wish nof to take too much of your time, but 
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only to declare some concern about both black and 
Puerto Ricans who will be affected by cm matter now 
under discussion. Му first concern has been to.be 
the participation of residents in the section and 
that the implementation of any housing program a 
the area be discussed. I represent 1,556 of the. 
most frustrated and the most angry and the most ill. 
treated residents of Newark. І had an opportunity. 
to hear a speaker for the Housing Authority oye x 
that the Housing Authority would provide a fair 
market price for the housing of those people who 2 
will be displaced. It has been my sad experience 
in housing, and it has been one of the most saddest 
experiences that I have had in the last thirty-two 
years, and I ask that this body here assembled be 
most careful as we are gambling with the homes that 
these poor people have so hard fought for. 

Another concern is the responsibility of the 
municipality for continuing services for such as . 
day care Schools, health facilities and et cetera. 

Finally, rather than seeing a private 
investor invest his money for purely personal 
financial economical reasons we, and the people I E 
represent, would like to see the focusing of funds 


from HUD under municipal guidance and direction so 
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that we could have the rebuilding of this area in 
Such a way that the poor people of Newark, especially 
the people who live on the projects, may be able to 
move. ‘And we, of course, would like to see that? 
those people who are relocated from that area-have 
first priority. This is Just a general statement, 
and again I remind you that I do represent the’ 
Puerto Ricans here. 

Thank you. S 
CHATRMAN BRADLEY: Are there any questions 


by the members of the Board? 


(Morton Zamelsky of 315 Frelinghuysen Avenue, 
comes forward.) 

MR. ZAMELSKY: I am president of a company 
that has been in Newark for sixty-five years. We are 
on Frelinghuysen Avenue, in this area in question, 
and we must have railroad siding. We do ship over 
the Lehigh Valley Railroad. 

I am sorry to say that the Newark Housing 
Authority record for rehabilitation of industrial 
properties has been rather poor, and I don't know of 
any area in Newark that I myself and others in our 
area can be located. It seems to me that the Newark 


Housing Authority has picked an area that they like, 
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bounded with Weequahic Park, and picked this up for 


а А taking into no consideration the 
hundreds and hundreds of working people who are in 
that area and who need their jobs to eat and to live. 
Other areas have been declared blighted, demolition 
has proceeded, and these people have been out of jobs. 
The companies have left Newark and the people who 
remain in Newark are out of work. 

We have enough unemployment as it is in the 
city, and I cannot see at this time if it is a 
question of priority why they cannot develop other 
areas in Newark that are vacant. There are abandoned 
buildings not only on this site, but in other areas 
of Newark. 

Develop other areas, commercial areas, where 
they belong, and not in this area until such time 
as it is necessary. 

I also have taken exception to the report of 
the Newark Housing Authority. I don't like the word 
of a junkyard to be a blighted area just because 
there are junkyards. If this country did not have 
junkyards, it would not take thirty days before the 
country could not operate. The solid wastes due to 
deterioration and production must be removed daily, 


апа this. country cannot do without junkyards. They 
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&re processors of metals and scraps. They are re- 
cycling this expensive raw materials, and there is 
& tremendous necessity of scrapyards in the whole 
country, as it is in the City of Newark: 

Also as to the Newark pm Authority's 
report on substandard buildings, iiy claim that the 
report, or their survey was made in sixty to ninety 
days, and they talk about deterioration" oF being 
substandard. Тһе address that I own at 307 Fre- 
linghuysen Avenue, the luncheonette has been out of 
there for a year. And I don't know when tne report 
has been made. $ 

They say at 309-315 Frelinghuysen that the 
floors there are sunken. Well, I don't know who 
made the survey, but we have concrete floors through- 
out, and I say that the floors are as plumb as the 
residences that they lived in. 

I don't know what the decision of the Board 
will be, but I cannot see these hundreds and hundreds 
of employees, and employers, going out of business, 
being without jobs, until the Housing Authority 
could completely complete the demolition, and how 
in thé world are you going to find another place 
for us to go to. I cannot answer that. I ask the 


consideration of the Board in that these people are 
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citizens of Newark and I think they deserve a job апа 
а chance to make а living as anyone else. And if this 
area is torn down, they cannot do it. 

Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: "Are there any questions from 
the members of the Board? 

COMMISSIONER CAVICCHIA: Sir, as the Chairman 
Stated before, we have these statements submitted for 
the record. I would appreciate it if you would sub- 
mit a statement for the record as to the amount of 
people that you employ and the taxes and so on. 

MR. ZAMELSKY: We will do so. 

COMMISSIONER HARRIS: I would like to pose à 
question. My question is as to these junkyards. Іп 
your proposal that you are going to submit, I.would 
appreciate it if we had some sort of a proposal as 
to correcting the eye sore that these Junkyards 
constitute. 

MR. ZAMELSKY: Councilman Harris, we have а 
national campaign with our national association to 
improve the exterior of the junkyards, and this is 
going on for several years. It started with the 
Lady Bird Johnson publicity, and we have campaigns 
going on throughout our industry to improve the 


exterior of junkyards. The federal government 
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allocated а large sum of money for greenery to screen 
out all scrapyards that border on State Highways, and 
this has been done. 

However, the improvement of the exterior of 
junkyards can be accomplished up to a point. The 
nature of the business requires outdoor storage, and 
the piles are higher than the existing fences today. 
We cannot hide our scrapyards. They are a necessity, 
a part, of our everyday life. They have to be here. 

COMMISSIONER HARRIS: І personally have a 
sort of a pent up emotion about these eye sores 
that exist in Newark. I don't see the same sort of 
thing in Maplewood, Short Hills, Fair Lawn, Roseland 
and other suburban towns. What I want to do is, I 
am going to ask the Council to take positive action. 
I want to know what can be done to correct this 
condition so far as Newark is concerned. 

Now, I know all about Lady Bird's famous 
projection and everything, but I also know the 
condition that exists in the City of Newark. I 
know we have a condition in Newark, and I have 

served on this Council-- 

MR. ZAMELSKY: (Interrupting) I will be 
glad to help you. 


COMMISSIONER HARRIS: And І am going to see 
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to it, and my opinion has been expressed by other 
members of the Council, I am going to see to it that 
positive.action be taken to correct this condition. 

MR. ZAMELSKY: (There has been action taken. 
The State passed a-law requiring all scrapyards--and 
let me differentiate. it--there are two types of 
business. ‘here iS the serapyard who buys scrap 
metal, Seoce it afd ships it out for melting 
purposes. And we then haye the automobile graveyards 
that you might be чет" to which buys these 
automobiles. But these are not scrapyards. They 
are businesses that eased auto yards. And we have 
no control over them. Unfortunately, they go under 
the same junk license. Perhaps that is a problem 
with the city, that this licensing idea Should be 
changed. 

However, these people do not cut up and sell 
their scrap from these cars daily. That is not their 
business. These cars are purchased and they lay 
there until such time as all the salvagable parts 
are sold, and at that time they will be cut up and 
sold to people like myself, where they are processed 
and sold to consumers. If that is what you are 
referring to, I would discuss it with you at any 


time. But we do have a State law that fences must 
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be eight feet high. And incidentally, the towns you 
mentioned do have automobile wrecking yards. Maple- 
wood has one on Valley Street. They aré around, and 
they are parts of our everyday life. We have them. 14 
in the Ironbound Section of Newark. But they are 
auto wrecking yards and they are not зсгаруагаз. : 

I agree with you, but there is legislature to 
take care of this condition. 

COMMISSIONER HARRIS: I think the, Council 
would be happy to extend an invitation to you to 
come before them and discuss it. 


MR. ZAMELSKY: I will be happy to do 50. 


(Mr. Eli Hoffman of 325 Frelinghuysen Avenue 
comes forward.) 

MR. HOFFMAN: Gentlemen, I don't expect to 
make the long winded remarks because I am going to 
submit some written material to you, but very 
briefly I just want to express a couple of thoughts, 
and one of them is that in consideration of the 
miserable record of the Newark Housing Authority in 
their past performance, I don't think that we should 
throw any more land to them until they have used 
effectively what they have already taken upon them- 


selves to use. I could go down a list and name the 
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places.. I lived in Newark all my life, I have been 
in Newark all my. life; in Newark, and I went to school 
in Newark, and I could go down a list and point out 
the places which have been taken over by the Housing 
Authority under Urban Redevelopment, and it ended up 
as "Urban Destruction". 

I must say that they have not been alone. They 
have a very willing and able department in the form 
of the State Highway Department. And I think the 
highway department is equally guilty. 

But to be specific and be very brief, I will 
just mention to you a few projects. You have the 
Collanade on Broad Street in Newark, which I suppose, 
maybe fifteen years ago, Was supposed to have had а 
commercial development with stores and shopping areas 
and so on that the residents in the Collanade apart- 
ments could have a place to shop. But they never 
got it. 

The area on the east side of Broad Street was 
supposed to have been redeveloped years ago. This 
was a riverside area. There would have been some 
peautiful spots there for living units in the center 
of the city, a place where people who otherwise are 
going to go many miles out of the city. And if you 


were to put up something decent there, many of them 
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may have stayed. 

You have an area for the new medical school. 
Now, they say that the thing is in the works, that 
it is in process for redevelopment. However, the 
homes of the people living in that area were torn 
down and that area is vacant already now for a couple 
of years. The deterioration of the area started long 
before the area was finally cleared, because as soon 
as redevelopment starts and a few people are moved 
out and a few houses are destroyed, the rest of the 
area deteriorates very rapidly and very drastically. 

Then you have an area on Broad Street in 
Newark, right across the street from City Hall. I 
wonder how many small businesses and how many jobs 
were lost to the city. When businesses moved out, 
the Jobs went with them. And what do we have across 
the street there? We have one apartment house, we 
have a building for a newspaper office, for a news- 
paper, and we have а tremendous parking lot and ап 
automobile agency. 

I mean this is really a tremendous record. And 
then on the south side, because of the wonderful job 
done of redevelopment in the center of the city, we 
have the industrial office building and the Essex 


House Hotel, vacant. And effectively vacant. Now, 
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I could go down a whole list. There are many other 
areas. 

Since that is the record for the Housing 
Authority, the State Highway Department, I think, 
probably has one worse than that. Councilman Harris 
speaks about the situation in the suburbs as against 
Newark. -In Newark you have the picture of the State 
Highway Department building Route 78. I don't think 
that anyone has much confidence in any opinion as to 
when it will be finished. But the entire strip is 
cleared, leveled, destroyed, from Elizabeth Avenue 
right up along Watson Avenue, Nye Avenue right up 
to the Newark line, to the Irvington line. And in 
Union they don't have, I don't think that they have, 
a house destroyed in Union. 

But in Newark, they are all finished, and the 


land, the rentals of that land, the land use value of 


that d y prop y is 1. We could pay 

for five or six flood control projects with the money 

that is being lost on the rental value of the land. 
You have stressed the population in the City 

of Newark. Well, since I was a kid here, I remember 

that the population was around 450,000. І think 

now the population figures are 360,000 or 370,000 


and they are probably optimistic. 


a usr v 


25 


128 
The Housing Authority says they are relocating 
people. Now, how can they relocate people when the 
newspaper statistics come out and the stories are 


written and they show that ten times as many p 


&nd I think probably around the ue that сеет y 
Towers was Completed, but until that, time about ten 
times as many units were torn down in the period of 
time that that was put up. Now, this is a terrific 
record. It is not only the Housing Authority but 
it is also the highway department. 

That is the first point. Там just getting 
a little off my chest here because it hurts me so, 
all this happening, and that is why I say I don't 
think we should give anymore projects to the Housing 
Authority until they have already digested and made 
good what they have already. 

The second point I would like to make, and 
this is directed to you gentlemen, and also to the 
City Council, is that the Planning Board and the 
City Council should speak up and should fight with 
the State Highway Department, with the vested 
interests in the State Highway Department, with the 
Housing Authority and with the regional offices of 
the Housing Authority and all bureaucracy that is 


involved, to see that the City of Newark does not 
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continue--and of course Newark is not alone--but if 


the Board, if the Planning Board and the City Council 
don't speak up, we as individuals do not have much of 
а voice, and as far as I am concerned, what I am say- 
ing here tonight is just, you know, just one that 
will go along on the area and object. And I have 
very little hope that anything is going to come up 
from what I say or anyone else here tonight says or 
complains about, about what is going to happen and 
whether 1% 1s going to have any effect. But I just 
hope that maybe something will result, and if enough 
people complain and if enough people get sore about 
it and insist that these people who are spending 
our money do the job that they are paid to do and 
get off, get something done and get the housing 
built, and build more homes than they destroy each 
year, I think we w111 be getting somewhere. 
CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Thank you. 
Are there any questions by the members of 
the Board? 
COMMISSIONER CAVICCHIA: Mr. Hoffman, you 
just made a statement a few moments ago that I think 
I would like to clarify for myself personally, and 


I think 1f I do, I am also speaking for my colleagues. 
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Please bear in mind that we are sitting here for the 
first time on this subject, and I could say for myself 
honestly and sincerely, and I think I could speak for 
my colleagues too, that we have never discussed this 
before this conference or this public meeting, besides 
the fact that it was being planned for. None of us 
have made up our minds, and you may rest assured that 
if and when the decision is made declaring this area 
blighted, it will only be reached after a most care- 
ful search of our minds and souls besides the record 
before us, and I give you my word on that. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Is there any other member 
of the Board who would like to ask any questions? 

Is Mr. Herbert Tobias here? 

Is Mr. Tobias in the room? 

(No answer.) 

That is all the names on the cards that have 
been submitted to the Board. Is there anyone else 
who wishes to speak? 

(Mr. Sol Kaplan of 295 Frelinghuysen Avenue 
comes forward.) 

MR. KAPLAN: I think all the people before me 
have touched on all the subjects there are but there 
is only one thing that I want to bring out. This 


proposal is in the Weequahic Park development area 
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and nobody has mentioned the airport which is a stone'g 
throw away. You have high rises in that area, and 
I am amazed that nobody from the airport or whoever 
is in charge of the airport, the FAA, the Federal 
Aviation Authority, is not here. That is about it. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Мг. Kaplan, for your in- 
formation, the FAA was notified by this Board as was 
the Port of New York Authority, as was the Board of 
Education and all other interested agencies, as well 
as the Chamber of Commerce and all the residents of . 
the area, and by their not being here it is no fault 
of this Board. 

COMMISSIONER IACOBUCCI: Мг. Kaplan, any plans 
that are of any consequence in the development of 
that area have also to be reviewed by the FAA, for 
landing patterns and so forth, and that will come in 
due course. 

CHAIRMAN BRADLEY: Is there anyone else who 
Wishes to address this Board? 

(No response.) 

On behalf of the Board, I wish to thank all 
of those who spoke before us, especially the residents 
and the business people in the area. We heard a lot 
of statements about the plan being under way. We 


could assure you that it 4s not. It is only because 
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the people come here and address this body and let 
their feelings be known that a fair and just decision 
can be made. 


The Chair would like to state that we will 


accept all on that is p before 
January 27, 1972. 
If there is no further business, the Chair will 


adjourn this hearing. Please call the roll. 


(The secretary calls the roll. А11 members 


of the Board vote in the affirmative.) 


(This public hearing 1s adjourned at 


11:20 p.m.) 
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